
By Ira 11 o^Jtrt 

'B 
LiouL \\c wcic sent on 

t ink m incmf rs in \int Id, 
tlic IiiuRnint Mid ility 

"ivt iisMiittin fit Id ordfis thit told 
us \sliit \vc wtic supposid and not 
suppose d to do, when to sjo and how 
to t»et there, what to t ike with us md 
wheie to place it and not to ]>!< isi 
knockdown mvUlephone ])oUs iloim 
till w n But whi n we e nne to doinq 
Inisinissoi ali\t hittkli id nobodv 
hid time to wiitc an\tiling down 
ihe I) itt ilion comm ineli I Iiiutin 
int C oloni 1 r 1 Me onn< 11, pist 
elrove up to my tink in his jii p md 
siicjfto me, ‘1 w int \oui pi iloon to 
tw the point tod i\ I ike oil md 1 eep 
m touch with me 

Ihis was eaiK last August ncai 
\m inchi s in wi tun li mii it the 
line (iiniiil Pitton w is be_,mnin!5 

his diivt tow lid Ciiimim 
Ihe Liiuieiint is _b vc ii old 

GcoiL,e J-Iook of Middletown Ohio, 
son of Chdiles R Hook he id of the 
\meiicin Rolhni^ Mill Coinpmv 
liom the day on which Ginei 1 
Pitton s sweip beejm until it endtd 
outside Met? I it utenant Hook more 
often thin not lode in the lead tank 
Ihe d IV a Geini m shell 1 ri kc two 
\citc brae m I u utenant Hook s neck 
i as the diy the whole Inird Aimy 
ground to a halt, be foie Crtriun 
positions too stiong foi i 

Lxcept the 1 ict that Lieutenant 
Hook the �ery Iront of Pat 

The sivid [xisonal stot\ of i t ink 
ofTittr who nxle in the point ol 
oii« of I'lltoiis ^it It (hivc'* tliioiipli 
aiKi beliitul enemy liiitb 

ton s foices Ins story is not unusual 
It IS in 1 ict t\])ic]l ol the lighting 
done o\ ill t ml m n — the Russi uis 
who went from St ilmgi id to Kues 
tim the Biitish who pushed RoimiieI 
across \(iic i the Aineiicans md 
Biitisli who fill illy bioke out bevonJ 
th( Rluni 

When we stiiUd the I ut< n 
intsuel ‘we wen jiist told wh it lo id 
to tile md to 1 < i p « oin ^ until i r 
deiidtostoj) I In t ml s wi nt ti arinj 
Ihe Geimins i in iliei us md out 
aimy lan iltf i the Ciumms Ihis 
kind ol war semis mnfusing to the 
pcofih back home, but its e isv 
enough to follow if you look it it this 
v\ i\ A d< l( nding nmy jnits its 
sticngth into thiek belt in liont of 
itscll 1 hat s‘the li 1C * But they cant 
be equillv stiong cvciywhcie and 
somewhere \oui irifnitry makes a 
bie ik through and sh ike s the tmks 
loose In the ai< i behind the line 
aie headcju utcis, supply dumps, re 
senes commumcitions hen tanks 
get into ih It kind of stuff, everybody 
sta ts chasing everybodv else ” 
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\n aimy advaiiv n" is a tciiifMng 
immense will piwer, liilmq 

llic fields, chol ini? the roids, stie im- 
incr across rivers, i t^liciil ciiist mch- 
in? acioss a n ition Jkit in the (orwaid 
litas it thins out uniil finally its 
]iist 1 few men or one in in fuinhlmq 
1 ont^ in a woriied wi\ J hit is tiic 
point, shoit foi ‘ point of fite ’ — 
a ])iobc tin list into the cneni'y to 
stinnilile hn i to i( ict and resell 
his jiDsition ind stienc[th 

We took ofl into flit, wooded 
toiintiy, s lid the 1 i< iiten mt ‘ I he 
woods eoiiltl hive hidden inslhini* 

1 he St intl iiel solution lot sueh i pi ob¬ 
it in IS to use two t inks loi the point, 
lollow the in wi*h i pi itoon ol in- 
fipti) in hill li Ills, intl then elo e 
With the tliKt otlui links On iiout 
ihtK IS ilw INS 1 list ol < lonnel oi i 
eiiive oi SOUK ihini, to hult behind 
ind the fust two t ml s pi i\ le ipl o^ 

NMih e ith otht 1 wl It out sii\s be¬ 
hind eoNti, le ids to shoot wliitiser 
dioNNs the s lond t ink tlislus on 
eloN n til loid fe)i the next bit of 
to ti A itl so on, un‘il i biule 
sluts ind you hive to eoinimt youi 
inf iniiN 

We pi IN td It iplioc: quite iN\hile, 
until there ns is nt) use in eloin^ it uiv 
lein^ei bet uise wt wtit in wootls 
whtit i I ink tint stood still Nxas just 
is vulnei ible is the out iiiikincf t. 

c' sh So \\f thiew the schot Ibtx k 
INI IV and tNtiNhod> stepped on the 
< IS Fstiy tini< wt Q;ot doNvn tt> i8 
miles 'll! I our the C olontl was on the 
1 1 he) Nv intinq to know wh\ Oui 
1)1) was to letp oin* and ste im 
leiller pith ft niN oudy eoiiiing 
btlund 

‘When wc got up bthintl Argen- 
tan, word e inie that the an ioic^ N/as 

going to bomb the Geiman ammuni 
lion tlump theie but nnc weit not to 
wait loi the an, we wtie to keej) 
ing I saw about ten Ihunderbolts 
diving doNvn on the dump fii ahead 
and then sn bie>tlts turned into the 
lo id a mile ahead of us Ihe cyclists 
saw us ind le illy st ut< d pedaling 

‘ I w IS triveling with the tiniet 
o|)en — unbuttoned wc call it Ne irh 
cvtiv tank coiiini ind( r tiavels tint 
V IN When vou button up yoiii lui 
let, you hive to depend for vision on 
a periscope \oiii vision stilts i 
20 feet fioin the tink you aie bline 
to inv thing elosei If vou oveile okcel 
a Ceiuiin in i hole oi I ehind 
window, ill he d hive to do is 1 old 
onto his n»ive anei w ut until yoi 
were within -«50 1< e < of him mcl 
you cl never know N\h it hit you Be 
sides fioin the tuiiit jienseope if 
you cm ste is giound slipuiiiL, toN\ nt 
you theie isnot'nne to tn it nt ii wit' 
and tell whethei youie e,t)nu, biek 
w nd, lt)i Nv I el Ol t N e n side n\ in s H h it 
inide mt even uioit neivou^ thin 
thinking of possible C eini ii s 

‘ We tleised t)n the rvthsts to ibout 
300 V lids just as I give the oidei to 
fire thev ttiitNv do\n then bitvclts 
and It iptd lo the woods We goi 
one jt ly 111 iiiidui Ihi, otheis 
di ippt lied 

‘ 1 jumped up on th' turret seat 
and veiled Jeines* tt> the mi anti y 
back of us and pointed to the woods 
Ihey got the itif i The 1 half tiacks 
stopped the men piled out and be 
gan vvoil ing into the woods, low and 
crouched ovei 

“About loeio ^aids fiom where the 
town beg in some 50 Jtities jumped 
out of a ditch ind ran ao oss the load 
and towaid a rise of gj ound We 
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optncd up on them They wtrc crews 
of two 88’s that had taken shelter 
Iiom oui plan s We G[ot some on the 
run ind some while they wcie tiying 
to load then guns 

‘ Whin >ou le the point, the ques¬ 
tion isn’t who will flic the fust shot 
(thit* almost alw us the (luin^) 
hut who will hit Ills 111 -,ct lirst Soon 
ilt( r we pi sill the CrctmTns in the 
(IulIi, then, was the teriible c 
ot m Tiiiitink slitll going p ist my 
( nts I w IS lool ing it the spot wheie 
1 would hive '>( t up in uititank gun 
i( 1 d hid the job (f pioteding tint 
10id so I cauoht till Hull ol the 
7(> mm gun Coi[)oiil Robiit M i- 
tl 1 IS tlu guimei ol OUI tinl, the 
\n\ious \iinK ’ h ul Iiuk loi oni 

shot b< lore the Gtimins could tiv 
dnolhii lliiK w IS a 11 I Imist and 
I siw blitk pitecs — d biu ol the 
t lui 01 lh( ni< n hung it — '�tu ikmg 
lhto«i^Ii th( 11 ish 

We stopprd thr n Tt wns pi un 
l*nt lh< town w is d( ft udi d uid it 
s((iu<el lo K il to h ivi tlu inlmtiy 
('» 111 it iij) Ik lore iht t ink'* wtiit 
I iifiugli I tolel the C olont I lu uU i 

licit) soon OUI iiif iritis Ik ^ m 
10 mil,, up 111 the ditehcs longside 
till roid 1 cruld sec artillc rv shells 
^oiu» mic tlu m 1 he'1 Serge ml G di¬ 
ne \ V Ul e iunmiu»‘up ilopg the ditch 
to su til d OUI No 4 tuik li id be ei 
111! I gi ibbcd i liie e\tm^uishei and 
1 Ul T ,0 >uds to It, so Pkiited I 
clidn t chop when the she IK hit e lose 
but just i m through the 1)1 istejf them 
Four ol the live men in the t ink had 
got out 1 tiie d to pull die etriver out, 
but found he w is d nd His hod) 
le o’ tel as if It had been jiut iKiough 
acboppci ^d then burned 

“ \wlul ^Ijjngs can happen to a 

man in a tink It’s alwa)S heavy 
shells that get thiongh and it one of 
them hits him its like i h)di lulic 
hammer sm ishing him \nd when a 
shell goes into a tank it ilways sets 
your own mmuindion oil 

“ V Gel 111 in pinthci I mk was fir¬ 
ing at us now and h id got oui ‘piicst’ 
(a t ink with a 103 mm howit/er), 
so 1 stalled low aid liim I told the 
No 2 link eomiiiuidtd by Strre mt 
Williun Witlhim, to mo\e oil the 
ro id to the lell and 1 went sti light 
down the TO id 

“ I he re w is i high buck w ill on 
the le It til d uii lit hide some tluiif^ 
and we slojiped jeut die id ol it uid 
A\ Hied 1 111 dl\ we lu 11 d the sqiie ik 
iiig ol t mk ti u ks Its liuiin how i 11 
til It sque ikin »��c u ries J ve n d t ml s 
motois ue »oi iiu md tin 11 eun*- 
blislmg the sound you lu u fust is 
the sejue ding ol tlie li le ks A eoiii- 
bit ceimrinnd of t inks rel\ uie mg 
souiuls 111 e r luil'iou mue srjiu jl ip” 

^\lun ihe |(ii\ 11 ik (luk its 
no •' out e lutiousK be\our| t'u w ill 
Wukliuii w IS \v uluijf loi him, md 
with \<i\ line hooting ojx iid his 
whole side uji 

‘ Hull things got quu lei Or 1 01 
dcis were to k< e p gouig si 1 told ill 
the tanks withm sound to follow me 
I hid lost in\ III ips while iimning to 
oui No 4 tanl so f we nt on me luoiy 
II sisiealK b'ic k ni ^ht now I went 
under a lulroid iieluet md siw 
ne 11 the loid i Cernm hall li ick 
tint hid been si nit d b) oiu j)I rncs 
and w IS burning Bv the Ii ht eif 
Ih^. 11 imcs 1 s iw at olunin ol Ge tman 
trucks and two Inlltrae's pirltd 
there and we shot them tp pu 11 s 

‘ \\c came to a seju irc in the town, 
and went icios it shooting A ( ei- 
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man commind car scuttled inlo the 
stictt aht id of us and \ve thiew a 
shell into Its hind end It lolUd o\(r, 
binnini* We \\( nt (luiu hin^ o\ci it 
bt c lUst thei e \\ is no i ooin to £>0 
aiound it finally wt t^ot outside the 
to\\n 

Now one after another oui tank, 
eonnnindfrs starttd e illincf to me 
ill It th(\ weie out ol t,is \\c jnillid 
into a fuld and I got Ca])tiin Mil- 
eolin O Alkn, our comp lu) eorn- 
m \ndt I on the 1 adio 

Withdi iw he siid ‘Wi 11 tike 
the town m the moinini, with in- 
fanti\ ’ 

Hill I told him, ‘it s done been 
tookin ihi lelv • ’ 

CoMB\r Command A of Ihi Stv- 
inlh \imortd Division of the Ihiid 
\im) now 1 ly across the eastini 
ippio idles to Art^enlm In the \i- 

£>int in r liaise art i the bulk ol the 
Geimm army of the west w is 
tiippid When the Geimins lost 
this aimv thev lost the Bittle of 
lianct ind Belcium, though tljis 
w IS not eltar at the time to those on 
the mound till re The nt\t line ilonq 
which the Ceinians could mile i 
fi£»bt w IS the Si me Rivci 

‘ \\c bie 1C hid tin Imt thiir * 
Lieiitin lilt Hook snd it i plue 
called Pott St me The C tiimns held 
the e ist b ink, oui job w is to ho’d 
the west baniv mil cover oui inlintrv 
w lit n they c 1 osst d 

‘ Ihcie was a hiL,h iidL,e with a 
lot of ti».cs on it We snt iked m 
amont, the trees took oui i\ts and 
elt irccl fields of lire for ourselves 

“At two o clock Ihunderbolts 
strafed and dive-bombed the Ger 
imns we cut Icxise with our 755 

June 

and machine t^uns, and the infintiy 
ass lult boats paddle d aeioss tht iivt r 
Ihen 1 ( trinan machine miti hidd* i 
m a clump of tiecs c iu£,ht tin ml in 
tiy in the 1 nek We cut loose on i 
and put it out of action 

‘ Some ofthcnfmtrv st iitcdvsoik 
in^ up the east bank of the river 
Wt knew there were still yeiiies there 
and ijor John B own and 1 screamed 
to wain our men C^l com sc Ihtv 
couldn t htai us A tall, thin bov 
w is m the lead He saw a Jerry in t 
fovholt, and turned aiound and 
stirttd maiehmcf him back Another 
Jciry popped out of a hole ind 
SCI unblcd after tht m as if to sav 
‘W lit for me ’ Tht n the dougliloot 
bt qan looking m foxholes for sou 
vtnirs I couldn t bditve my eves 
He kt pt throw me, this aw ay and ktt p 
int, th It and looking foi pi ices to pi t 
things in his stufli d pot kets while his 
two prisoners w uttd pitientlv 

“ Well, M ijor Brown said, ‘hi s 
cool \ou ve qot to sav that for him 

W^ith the inlintrv sifelv icioss 
the Stine we cr iwltd uiclii our 
links ind slept until the tnL,inttis 
coulil throw a pontoon bridi^e acr )ss 
foi us Wk went o\ r the next morn 
int, Mortns and unchine be 
L in poppm^ it us from lU d rections 
1 wtnt up the road into a hnl of 
mithincL,un firt It tinned out to 
bt Iroin our ov\n infantiv What 
the hell art vou shootmof at-' I 
asked ont ‘Somtbodv find at me’ 
he Slid But done you know your 
own tioops arc down tins roid'* 
‘Listen 11,’ he told me if somtbodv 
fires at mt, I fiie u them That s 
ipso f ICiO 

We went up to P ovins from 
there, clear int; the east bulk of the 
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r i\ f I for fm ihei ci osstnc^s and tin lu d 
( ist Tlun C ipliin Willi nn Powtis 
>>iid to me, ‘1 VC got t )ob ' ou 11 
like rhcic \v IS n coiupmv or Gcr- 
n 111 infantry coming into ProMn 
that night and he wanud me to sit 
outMcle the. town and g tti ilit in 
S I lilts Wickham and Jin > b oii^ht 
tint iiivs ilong with mini ind \vc 
h 11 i p I'oon ol infintiy fht ml m- 
lr\ had Ixcn woiking over Gii n in 
positions all da> and was well siip- 
[ilitd with chaiiifiio^nc and cognic 
W L w iitcd in 111 Ids along idt the 
K) id Evti> once m i while the 
ciond would slut singing Id go 
down and expliin to the sci_,( mt 
in command of the doughfoots, ‘Shut 
the bo)s up 'b’ou cant hunt buds 
this w ay 

Ihcn wc heard singing coming 
liom down the load, and for a ct i/y 
ininytc I thought some ot out bo\s 
m town weie coming to join oui 
fill tv But It was honi the othir di 
tictim and I knew tluse pioplc 
must be Giimans Oid is wii< loi 
nobody to fii« until I hic 1 I could 
mike out 1 mass ot foims qoo y uds 
iway, dtnsc p ickcd and singing with 
11 oar 1 waited until they got within 

yards, then opined up with my 
tommy gun, and all our mtchine 
guns followi d It was a m issaeic ’ 

Ihe Germans hadn’t known that 
the Amci icans had ci ossed the Seme 
Ihiy didn t e\en know where their 
own tioops were, and as our tanks 
lanced and ti ampled their rear, tiie ir 
chances of finding out grew le^s and 
le ss 

‘ I was next told to take off for 
Chateau Thierry and to cross the 
Marne ancVxecui e a bridgehead \nd 
do they w* me to bung back Hit 

^5 
lirs mustiche, too'*’ I thoueht It 
sc f med ci i/y to i xpect a tank platoon 
to iirle in th le without getting its 
bloik knocl ed off 

‘ Wc lept limning head on into 
G< nnan commmd cats and tniils 
all d ly The trucks weie lull of t oops 
feeding towaid the Si mi Tliivd 
tc us and tiv to tiiin, and wi d git 

them bi ) idsidi Mithiiswas h )o' 
mg won liiliiUy that dav 

“At one plan , a lo id cam out ol 
the voiyls to thi light ind merged 
into OUTS A (^iimm mnlnui/nl 
column w is moving down tin loid, 
si mting icross our liont pmi h, you 
might sav 1 tolel the "Vo 2 tank to 
git thi 11 almost VIhide and I took 
the U id vihiile Then we hid the 
ro id bloc led foie and itt, and I 
biought my plitoon up abreast md 
we ki pi pumping until wi h id ivi ly 
vehicle m the column burning 

‘ Theie w is a lot of stull behind tlu 
re it VC hull thu had biiktd oil into 
till woods f aclioid to ask il I should 
go alui It L^oni!* thi y said 
Ginn il Bi idley vv is siltinp on Gen- 
ei il Patton s bitk, I guiss, hoUirmg 
‘Keep going,’ and Patton w is sitting 
on coips’ back, holler mg ‘Keep go 
ing ind corps was sitting on divi 
Sion division on combit coinmmd, 
combit command on battalion, bat 
tahon on company, and comp my was 
prodding the point — which was us 
— all hollering Keep going’’ So I 
kept going 

“Some French resistance men 
jumped on my lank and led us lo 
where the Germans had been mining 
the road It looked sc obvious that I 
suspected the thing was a-^lant I got 
out and dug with my penknife into 
the rcfille I hole:* in thi road but 
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there were no mines Wc found th it 
the mints wuc ill on die shouldt rs 
of the loid riit Gtunins hid t\- 
IX c(i d us to conit biltint, ilont^ set 
Iht refilled holts, sweivc off (o tin 
shouldt IS, ind blow up 1 i idiotd 
the news bicl, lift the litmlniKn 
thtie to wain thos,. ttiiimi^ uj) to 
stick to iht loul, nitl Itpt < mu, 

“ \bout f<mi otlotk lUKlouMlt 
toit down the loul tow ud us intl 
thitw iK( If into i ditdi ilxmt •�,() 
> uels iw i\ 1 told M uhi is to 1 (< p 
tilt jtm litmi si i]))mi ilxdutt on 
u i wt pistd ()ui 7jbo>iniil ind 
W( s IW [M < ol lilt ( (iiinii iiitl his 
t cjuipni* 111 il' o\t I lint 

\ i»io(oM\tl( u II ilh li s SOUK 
tliiiif bthini' It ind wi I < ]it in 
till dill '(Kill wt si\ l li lie 
IW l\ ( 1 I t il (lu 1 lio\ I f 1 7() s 
ill nuudiKus sluil, btin luJltel 

OlllO tilt 1 ) ul I lit It wt It lit) U])j)lv 

intl Ml munition stiiielts ] spit id 
in\ })I ilooii t)i t ml s It loss tin lu Itl 

11 telidtiii itiiiii ition intl wt tipt i < tl 
ti t It out) s lids sliootm^ ii t Uid 
t itliilK Wt toultlii t alloitl to ill ss, 
so wt ditln I miss 

‘ \\i t)l i lot tif ]iiisomis thdt 
A\t louiulttl dll 111 up in i Ik Id md 
I thoue,lit 1 tl L,t t m\stll i soumiui 
whith 1 liiil ilw ns w inttd — a 
I 111,11 pi tol Oui tolontlcunt loii- 
inc; up Win the lull lie m)u sittuio 
luit ‘ lu 1 outid Its bein epute i 
bittk heit ’ I txpluntd ‘and wt \c 
t,ot ill these piisontis ind dtiii tkntiw 
what to tlo with tlum’ Ihe lull 
with tilt piisoneis, he said ‘\ou 
II ep goin^' 

‘ Du c line on Then tht re was a 
su,n on till* road Qetieau Ihuny, 1^2 
hilometns ‘Wt re winning the whole 
damned war,’ I said o\ti the ladio 

June 

'Kiip on movms^f'* yelled the Colonel 
‘ \ h ill mile outside the cit\ w as i 

eolumn ol Gem in supply tnieks- 
mmumition, elotliiiu,, lood It w'^i. 
eight o clock then, and deep twi 
li^lit A\t ( lint up shooting ind tlii 
C t im ins lumped tiut ol tin ir \( lutlt 

ncl 1 in ciMiiq ham tad 01 In siil] 
01 hcltl thill liiiuls uj) to us imploi 
UK 1\ Wt b nil Ittl on i>ist lilt sidi ul 
till colmiin iiiniiiig o\ti whittMi 
w IS till 11 dt bus Ol men, and siitxjt 
m iionnd to the sitl 

\h< 1(1 w IS i bntl t o\(i wh 11 1 
tlion hi wi tht Mime bill tin ir 
was no Iniit to look it i mij) \ 
7(1 mm 111 il ml gun w is shooli u 
cliwn llu loll it us fj0111 1 coiiKi 
ol ill I lit’ ( \\i w It in a 1 iMt \ 
till I I 1(1 tl ( lu M w< it ^om^ b It I 
tnti loiih lilt bowing bills bu* 

M ith I I ol tilt Liin btloit It got us 
Wi I oL u 10 s till! IiikI e ind on tt) 

1 loll 1(11 lb t*^t when 1 20 mil 
( imo 1 o, t nt d up on us Ilitii \ is 

I n el ill •! w Is hi I i I it k in tin 
ht u' nil sp lit ol 11 lint ill it tool 
nn t-stlislus oil Mu smll hid 
knotktd the clinti siKiiseopt eifl md 
h( h id \ it It el nd we lung on tie 
bi idgs b\ ont ti It k \\ lit n tl e dm 11 
‘‘net int Riotlit Bulli 1, got he rm 
iii^ out ol Ills lu tl he pulltd the 
wiiolt SI ht down, put a ntw plislie 
held on it, Ineltd onto the biidgt 
and got us going 1 am— ill this 
\ei\ e ilmly inel t'lieuntlv vhilt ti i 
shtlls weie whipping iiouid us like 
spiiks off a grindstone 

‘ I mallyi wc came to a big bridi e 
There w as an ammumtio 1 truck 01 
It and wc staittd it burning ard 
edeed past it On the othei side 1 
shifted the tanks uound tb command 
the roads leading to tlu Ciidgc and 
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I in bnck to find the CoIoik I Kttp 
^ uno ’ Ik \t IJtd ‘ \nd »:,(t tliu dimn 
liu(k ofi ihcic hcfoit. sIk dim ns i 
hole through the hi ids, t 1 held niv 
inn in front of inv 1 ut ind in in iqid 
Jo throw a cilik o\ti llu tiiicks 
huiiii^r ind one of oiii tinl-s towed 
it ofl the bridge 

Now we were o\ti tiu Nfiint at 
list ButwcwiK cut off in tin town 
th< itst of th It nit,ht \\t htdiiislKd 
pist 1 whole cholt ol C iini in It dlic, 
ind the rest of the coinnnnd lx hind 
us couldn’t £»ct thioui>li it \ll wt h id 
in tile town wis i InltTli in of t inks, 
I company of inf intis ind tin 
he idqu irtcis The Gi i in ins staiti d 
pounding us with aitilleis, ind tlie 
flinch lesist incc ptojile ind lot il 
gcndaimcs ltd infantiv squids to the 
buildings where the Gtimins vvcie 
hiding The town wns iniidhouse ill 
iiighj. with guns scit iming imiv- 
whe 1 c and big she 11s w h miming dow n 
But bv eight in the inoininu, ih< icst 
of th< outfit had punched Jluou-,h 
ind we took oil loi Rht mis 

Ihe wir<v\tnt ilto-^e'lui cra/y 
iftet that Fvciv d i\ w is likt the 
hnsiide fioin Proems to Chiti lu 
Ihieiry, with retre iting Ceimins 
blundering into us and acK inciiu, 
Cictmnns and cut wff Ccimins and 
wandering Germans and Cestiio 
gii\s and SS fellows m bl ick umlorms 
chiving cars, trucks horses ind on 
motorcvcles and bicvclcs We poked 
the chaos up and made it bum 

‘At loit Biimonl ne ir Rheims, 
the C eiinans m a facto v inikmg 
aiipl me puts ke}jt on woikmg imtil 
our infantry w ilked in on the in 

‘ In one town, Jerry riflemen pot¬ 
ted at usAioin the hou «^ I told 
gunner D* *d Melarland to work 

i 

o\(i the second sioi) windows ani 
till 11 ols with Ills m ichitie < un whi'e 
Mike <.>C i si(» poitid(<! the giound 
flo ns with oui 75 SucielenU theie 
was a tiriifie explosion a lew feet in 
front ol us mcl smeike and flame 
veirnited over us A N i/i w is r illing 
It lie 1 mines at us fiom uemnd the 
cornel of 1 building We go* liunju t 
bi loH the seteind mine went oil 
ahe lel oi us 

‘ We got out of ih it nightmare of i 
town uiel into in apple oichaid an 1 
wilted for somebodv to catch up 
with us I hi 11 1 he ud the Colonel 
isi mg what load we hid take ii 

‘ ‘\oull see some ( iinin tiucls 
binning 1 told him Won go sti ii« lit 
pist diem ind a rnoloievclc buiiiin^ 
ind liti I tint in aiinoied cu burn 

mg md >oil 11 see an ipplc oichud 
Wi le in the on haul 

‘ I il I 1)11, he Slid W< II follow 
\ou 1 loKl iu\ pi itoon Ills go 
bovs 1 In V w mt us to win the wai 
lOMlghl 

We we nt thiough the Aigonne it 
,) miles ui houi We c mii I > i pi le 

called Ni v ville SucUhuIv oui t mk 
lifti el up I 1 It as if 1 h id bee ii t ik< n 
b) the serufl of the neck and sh ik n 
sei li uel that iiiv legs ne irly broke off 
at the hip Biithi sud he couldii I 
bick up, We weie stu k Then sonv 
88 s cut loose it us from some whe re 
close b> \\e St u ted hitting b n k but 
OUI tiudnessandlhithistw illop h id 
done som« thing to our shooUng — 
we couldn I diive one home 

‘ I kept lookiriL at tire mu77li 
flishes C>iie shell hit our right sieli 
and another went thiough the link 
and thiough a gunner and the li idcr 
and blew up m thv, turret Ihc next 
thing I kne w I w IS in th< middle of 
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the road I diafife;cd mvsclf to a ditch 
I could see biG[ llamcs coming out of 
our tuirct A man \\ is Iving beside 
th< tank ‘Lieutenant' he kept call¬ 
ing Licutcn int 

“I lan over to him It was Mike 
O Cassio 1 told him to roll over on 
his stem ich and put his hands aiound 
my neck The Gcimins we it still 
tr)mg to kill us, but we were low 
down to the load and not \eiy good 
targets 1 ciavNled on my hands and 
knees to the ditch, Mike holding onto 
my neck, and to a hut 50 v uds away 
The other tanks we ic nc arbv, w aiting 
foi our priests to come up with their 
105 howitzers which could shoot over 
the curve and drop down on the 88 s 

“When the daze wore off I found 
there was nothing wrong with me 
except that my ankle was chipped 
and I was flecked all over with bits 
of fragment I went to sleep under a' 
tank and the ne xt morning we fought 
into \<idun and seized the budges 
the re 1 he n w e w u te d for supplies to 
c iteh up with us 

“No matter how fast we had come 
on our wild ride, or how far, every 
morning the f imihar five gallon cans 
of gasoline and new ammunition and 
ratiems had been waiting foi us How 
those fellows in the rear managed to 
move their dumps forwaid so fast, 
and fight the stulI up to us throii h 
the Germans tint we left behind 
every when, v\ is a mvsteiv to me 
Rut finally thcie came a point when 
the y couldn t do it any more We 
were just too far ahead loi oui 
outfit that point w is leached just 
outside \ eidiin 

‘ Jn tlie 1 VC days lest there we all 
got })iand-new 7O mm tanks, a shave 
and liesh miat to eat Ihen we 

headed for Metz, going fast until we 
got to St Privat The Geiraans had 
built up a strong new line there, but 
we didn t know it We went breezing 
light into it in the manner to which 
we had become accustomed The 
Jerries let us have it with ever thing 
in the book There was so much noise 
that I didn’t hear the shells falling, 
I just he ird tank commanders holler 
ing I looked around and there weic 
some fellows ci aw ling towaid me 
from Sergeant Wickham s tank I 
yelled, ‘Find eovci,’ and put rav 
head over the turret to see if I ^ould 
spot the guns m the woods That was 
my list act as a platoon leader of 
Companv A 

“1 nfvci felt anvthmg when that 
shell hit our tuiiet and broke my 
neck There was no noise or flash or 
fe ai or burn I had my head out look 
mg at the woods, and suddenly I was 
lying on the bottom of the turret 
looking up I couldn t move my arms 
or legs ‘Lieutenant Hook is dead, I 
heard the man in the turret say over 
the rsdio I made a desjxiiate effort 
and nudged him He looked down 
startled 1 forced my eyes ojtcn, made 
a fin il desiicrate effoit and ivinked at 
him Then I passed out ” * 

The wild haviide was over Hook 
had riddt n it out for 97 days^ a life 
time as far as points go It was two 
months before the Thud i^m v pro- 
gussed beyond St Piivat, but this 
spiing it went on anothci such ride — 
across Germany 

* Lt Hook was hospitalize I in Encrlanc’ 
and later sent to the United States with his 
neck in i cast He has be t n told by Army 
medical authoiities tint ht will be dis 
changed fiom the hospital fuVlv recovered 
probably in early summt t He |iopcs to get 
back into combat — in a tan 


