By Ira 1) olfert

tink mancuvers in Amec 1cq,
the Tiutcnant sad  they
give us wirtten ficld ordars that told
us whit we wae supposed and not
supposcd to do, whaie to go and how
to get thare, what to take with us ind
wha¢ to place 1t and not to ple e
knochdown inv telcphone poles ilone
the wy But when we ¢ e to doing
business o1 2 hive battlete 1d nobody
lhid time to wiite avtluns down
Lhe battithon commanda T icuten
mt Coloml I' 1 Mc onnclly just
drove up to my tnk m his jeep and
suc®to me, ‘I want yowm plitoon to
be the pomt tod vy T ahe off wmd 1 eep
in touch with me

Llns was culy Inst Aucust nc
Avinches in we tan Trmce at the
e Genaal Patton was bojmning
his dive tow ud Gernmany

Ihce Licuterint 1s 20 veu old
George Hook of Middlctown Ohuio,
son of Chatlts R Fook head of the
Amancin Rolling Mill Companv
Liom the day on which Gna |
Patton s sweep bhegin until 1t ended
outsicle Mctz Iicutenant Hook more
often thin not rode 1n the lead tank
IThe div 1 Gaman shedl Ticke two
vertcbrac in Iicutenant Hook s neck
v as the duy the whole Third Aimy
ground to 1 halt, hdfore Gernan
positions too strong for 1
Lxcept f(f the fact that Licutenant

¢ %UORL WL Were sent on

Hook wa the very tront of Pat

The vivid parsonal story of 1 tnk
officer who rode i the pomt of

one of Putons gre it duves throu h
ad bedind cnemy lines
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ton s forces his story 1s not unusual
It s hict tvpacl of the hehting
donc ov all tinlm n— the Ruassrans
who want fiom Stihngrd to Kues
tnin the Brtish who pushcd Rommd
actoss Alncy the Amawcans  and
Butish who fimlly brokc out beyond
the Rl
When we started  the I uten

mtsud “‘woewae pusttold whatioad
to tilc ind to Laep comz untl or
dacdtostop The tinlswenttcanns
Lhe Gamawns tn ey us md ow
army 1an tar the Gamans Thos
kind of war seems ronfusing to the
coplc back home, but 1ts casy
cnoush to follow 1if you looh a1t ths
wiy A ddanding amy puts ats
sticngth mto  thick bedt in fhiont of
iself Thatsthe e’ Butthey can t
be cquily stionz everywhare and
somwhere vour mmfhintty makes a
bre 1k through and shihes the tinks
loose In the mer behind the hine
arc haoadgu utars, supply dumps, re
se1ves commnume itions vhon tanks
get into that kind of stuff, cvaybody
sta ts chasing cverybody clse ”
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An aimy advan. no1s a teiifving
crolit, ymmense wi h power, {uhng
the ficlds, chol ing the roads, stic im-
Ing across rivers, 1 glicial crust inch-
iz actoss 1nwon Butin the farward
2cas 1t thins out untl finally 1ts
just 1 few men or onc min finnbling
2ongin a worited wav Thatis the
pomt, shoit for ¢ pont of fire’ —
a probe thrust into the cnenry to
stmulate hura to ¢t and reveal
his positinin and stiength

We took oftf into flat, wooded
comtry, sud the Ineutenint ¢ The
woods could hwe hidden unvthing
Fhe stand ard solntion for such 1 proh-
Icna s to use two tanhs for the pont,
follow thcm with v plhitoon of 1n-
frvty m Il ©ads) wd than do e
with the thicc othar tanks On vioad
thare s aw nvs vise of cround o 2
curve or somdthnng ta Inde hchind
und the first two tanls phy laapt og
with ¢ awch othar wl Te onc stys be-
hind cavar, rc wdy to shaot whatcver
hows  the s cond tank dashes an
dov n tl¢ 10d for the nost Int of
o ¢« Axd so on, until 1 batde
stuts and you have to commit your
mnf muy

We plnvad laipfrog quute 21 while,
untsl thare w 1s no use 1in domg 1t v
lonor becwuse we ware i woods
whaco 1 tank that stood sull wAs just
s vulnarible 15 the onc midhing 2
¢ sh So we thuew the schoclbock
a1y and avaybody stepped on the
< Ivay tnne we got down to 18
mitles an 1 our the Coloned was on the

1110 wanting to know why Ou
1ob was to laep  omne and stcam
woller - pul fo  unvpody conung
bclund

‘YWhen we got up behind Argen-
tan, word ¢ imce that the an {orce was
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going to bomb the German 1mmuni
tion dump thae but we were not to
wait for the an, we weic to keep ea
me I saw about ten 1hunderbolts
diving down on the dump fir ahead
and thcn siv brcydes turned nto the
101d 1 mile 2head of us IThe cychsts
saw us and 1 illy stuted pedahing

‘1l was trivdling with the tunct
open — unbuttoned we callat Nearl
cvay tank commandcr tiavels that
w . When vou button up youmr twm
1ret, you have to depend for vision on
a poriscopt Your vision stauts
20 fcct fiom the tink you arc bling
to amvthine dosa If you overlcoked
2 Caman m 1 holc or Tdund
window, il hc d hive to do 1 Hold
onto his nerve and wat until yo
were withm 20 fcct of hun  nd
you d ncver know what hit you Be
sides from the tuirct porscope Wl
you ¢ 1n sce 1s ground shipoing tow ¢
you thare 1s nothing o onent 1wt
and tcdl whether yonre qomg back
wud, forw s dor cvensadow ws That
midc mc (ven more navou. thain
thinking of posabic Cernrus

‘W dosad on the eydists to ibout
300 y uds Just 215 I gave the andar to
firc thcy tinew doan thar brovces
and loaped fo the woods W got
ont Jci1y 1 mudur The othess
di 1ppc ued

“1 yumped up on the turret seat
and vclled  Jarnes! to the iniantry
back of us and ponted to the woods
Ihey got the 1de v The 1 ball tracks
stopped  the men piled out and be
gan wotl ing mnto the woods, low and
crouchcd over

“About 1000 ,atds ftom wherc the
town began somie 50 Jarres jumiped
out of 1 ditch ind ran ac oss the 101d
and toward 1 rse of ¢yound We
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opened up on them They werc crews
of two 88’s that had taken shelter
friom ow plan s Wc got somc on the
run 1nd some while they were tiying
to lond thenr guns
¢ When you e the point, the qucs-
tion 1sn’t who will firc the fust shot
(thit § almost alw ws the (noemy)
but who will Int Ins tau_et first Soon
iftcr we pisad the Germans in the
chitch, thare was the ternible 7 owong
ot 1 amutank shcdl going past my
cs I ws looling it the spot whee
I would have sct up an mtritank gun
i 1d had the job «f protecting that
1oxd so I cauehit the flhwh of the
s mm gun Corpord Robart M-
thirs the gumna of our tml, the
Anvous Aunmie ? haud time for ome
shot before the Ganmans could try
anothar Thao wis 21l bust and
I siw Dlick preces —d b of the
cun o1 the men finng it — «tic ithing
thiom_h the flish
W stopped then Tt was plun
that the town was defended  md 1t
soomed 1o wal to ave the ity
o it up bdore the tinks weut
tuough I toldl the Colonel nv wde 1
Liciy soon owr mfiintty bogm
coamm, up m the ditches  longade
the 1owd 1 could sec artillary shells
some inte thenr Thon Sarge int Gatl-
ncy e runmne up iony the chitch
to sy that our No 4 taink had bhea
hit I o1 ibbed 2 fue axtinguisher and
1 1,0 yuds to 1ty so escited I
chdn t drop when the shedls It close
but yust 1 1n through the blwstof them
Four ot the five men m the tink had
cot out 1 tncd to pull the diver out,
but found he wis d 2d  His bady
lcu' cd 25 if 1t had been put through
a chopper gnd then burncd
“Awful fthyngs can happun to a
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man m a twnk It’s always heavy
shells that gct thiough and if onc of
them hats hir 1t s hke v hydraulic
hammer smashing him And when 2
shcll gocs 1nto a tank 1t ilways scts
your own mmmmunition ofl

“A Gaman pwnther tink was fir-
ing at us now 1nd had got our ‘pricst’
(2 tink with 2 105 mm  howitzer),
so I stmted toward him I told the
No 2 tink commmddad by Screcint
William VWil ham, to niove ofl the
rowl to the it and 1 went str ught
down the 101d

“Thcre was v high ek wall on
the Icft that nn bt hude somie thnne
and we stopped st ahie dd of 1t ind
wutcd Timdly we he nd the squaak
g of tink tracks Tes funny how
that sque ki s cures Fyvenl tanls
motors e 2o me and then cuns
bhwting the sonnd you he u fust 15
the squcibing of the ks A com-
bit conumnd of twhs dvinang
sourchs hl ¢ 1 mlfrion mce sepe Al o

When the Joy taik tork s

no ~ out ¢ mutiouslv hoyond the wall
Wik woas w ntmy for nin, ind
with vy tme hooting ope wd his
wholc side up

¢ 1hen thinas qot quictcr Ovy o
das were to heep gomng s) 1 told all
the tanks witlun sound to follow 1
I had lost my mnaps wihale tunmne to
out No 4 tainl so [ wenton mmcmory
It visiaallh DYk m_ ht now I went
unda 2 rulrold  ndnct and saw
nc the 1o 2 Cearrrin half uack
that had boen strafcd by om plines
and wis burming By the It ht of
the flames I s 1w 2 colimn of Gaman
truchs and two half trad's parlcd
thaire and we shot than tg puoces

“We caine to 1 squre in the town,
and went ictos 1t shooting A (1~
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man command car scuttled mnto the
sttcct 1head of us and we thiew 2
shell mto 1ts hind end Itolled over,
Luiming We wont crunclung ovar 1t
Dccwse there wis no 1oom to go
aound 1t Iinally we got outside the
town

Now onec after anothcr our tank
conun inders started cilling to me
that they wae out of £3s We pulled
into 1 fidld and T got Captun Mil-
colm O Allen, our comp wmy com-
mainder on the 1acho

Withdi w he sud ‘W ll tike
the town in the mornmng with 1n-
fanuy ’

Hcll T told hin, ‘1t s donc been
tookcn Whcady!

Compar ComMvanD A of the Scv-
cnth Armorcd Division of the Thnd
Ay now liy across the castan
ipprowches to Argentin In the \i-

gcntin T aluse are 1 the bulk of the”

Gamain ammy of the west was
tiipped  When the Goamans lost
this mmmy thev lost the Batde of
Irancc wmd Bdewm, thon h ths
w 15 not ddcar at the time to those on
the ground thae The next ine 1Wlong
which the Camans could make 1
fiebt w 1s the Sance Riva

‘We biciched the lme thae
Licutenmt Hook sud 1t 1 plue
called Port Same The Canans held
the ¢t bk, our job was to hold
the west hbanwn ind cover our infantry
whan they crossed

¢ There was a high ndee with a
lot of tiees on 1t We sncihed n
among, the trees took omr ines and
clc ued ficlds of fue for ourselves

“At two o clock lhundcarbolts
strafed and dive-bombed the Ger
mns we cut loosc with our %5s

’
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and machine guns, and the infint1y
1ss walt boats paddlcd across the mnver
lhen 1 Corman machme gun haddea
in a clump of trees cught the infn
tuy in the Fack We cut loose on
and put 1t out of action

“ Some of the infintry st uted work
ing up the €ast bank of the river
W knew there were sull Jernes therc
and M yjor John B own and 1 screuned
to wan our men Of course thoy
couldn t hcar us A tall, tlhn boy
w s n the Icad He saw 1 Jerry in 2
foxhole, and turned aiound and
stirtcd marching him back Another
Jary popped out of a hole ind
sc1imbled after them as iff to sy
‘W ut for me’ Then the doughioot
began looking i fozholes for sou
vinus I couldn t bclicve my eves
Hc ke pt throwing this aw ay and heep
mg, thit and looking for places to put
things 1in Jus stuflcd pockets whale hrs
two prisoners w ated patiently

“ Wdl, Muyor Brown sud, ‘hc s
cool You ve got to s1y that for hun

With the mfintry safedy  across
the Sane we crwld uiwda our
tinks ind slept wnul the engmears
could thiow a pontoon bridee acr s
for us W went ov 1 the noxt morn
g, Mortus and nrichine guns be
£ m poppm,, itus fiom 11 d rections
I went up the road mto 2 hul of
michine cun fire It tuiined out to
be from our own infuitiy  What
the hell a1¢ vou shootiny at’ I
ashed one ‘Somehody fire d 1t e’
he sud But dont you know your
own tioops arc down tins roid’
‘Listtn  11,” he told me  1if scomcbody
fites at me, I fuc 1w tham Thats
1pso ficwo
We went up to P ovins fiom

there, cdeanng the east baink of the
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rnver for further crossings and tuined
¢ vt Than Captun Wilbhun Powcrs
sud to me, ‘Lve got 2 job soull
ke  There was 2 comupany or Gar-
11 infantry cominsg into Prosvin
that mght and he wantcd mc to sit
outside the town and & (¢ than
St mtsWickhwtmand Jw y b ought
t1n tinss iloneg with mme wad we
il v p roon of infantry [he inthw-
try had baen workhing over Gar nan
posthons 1l day and was wdll sup-
plied with chanpienc and cognae
We wuted mn ficlds along wde  the
towd Every once m a1 whie the
cronwd would stut smamng Id 20
down and «xplun to the scrgcint
in command of the doughtoots, ‘Shut
the boys up You cant hunt buds
this way
lhen we heard singing comung

ftom down the 102d, and for a ct w2y
mingte I thought somc ot out bovs
iIn town weile coming (o join oul
puty But it was hom the other di
reetion and I knew those poople
must be Gamans Ord s ware lot
nobody to fiie unul I fucl I could
m1ke out 1 mass ot {forms 200 y uds
may, dense p iched and singing with
v10ar 1 waited unul they ot withun
50 yards, then opened up with my
tommy eun, and all our mwchine
tuns followcd It was a mwssacre’

The Gcrmans hadn’t known that
the Americans had crossed the Sune
lhcy didn t even know wherc thar
own troops wae, and as our tanks
lanced and tinmpled therr rear, thar
chances of finding out grcw less and
lcss

‘I was next told to take off for

Chateru Thierry and to cross the
Marne andkecure a bridgchcad And
do they w

;! me 1o bring back Hit
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lcr s mustiche, too” T thoucht It
sce med cr 17y to € xpeet a tank platoon
to nede m th r¢ without getting 1ts
block krocl ¢d off

‘We lpt running head on into
Gorman command cas and trudl s
2l diy The trucks were full of t vops
fceding towatel the Sane They d
«c us and try to turn, and we d gct
than broawdsade Mathiws was howoe
ing won lartully that day

“At onc plice, 2101d cam out of
the woorls to the nght ind merged
mto ours A Gorman mechamzod
column w 1 moving down tht 101d,
shanting across our front poich, you
micht sav [ told the No 2 tank to
gct the 1carmost vehicle and I took
the tc1d vchicle Then we had the
rowd bloclcd force and it, and 1
brought my plitoon up 1brcast ind
we hept pumpimg until we had cvary
vehicle in the column burning

“ There was 2 lot of stufl behined the
re a1t vehicle that had bawcked ofl into
thc woods [ achocd to skl L should
go Ur 1t ‘hep tomg  they sad
Gonai il Bradley was sittine on Gen-
er i Patton s back, I gucss, hollcring
‘KNecp going,” and Patton w s sitting
on co1ps’ back, hollening ‘kheep Lo
g nd corps was sitting on divi
ston divtsion on comb it commm1nd,
comb it command on battalion, bat
talion on company, and comp iny was
prodding the pomnt — which was us
—all bollering Keep going” So I
kept going

““Some French resistance men

jumped on my tink and led us to

where the Germans had boon mining
the road It looked sc obvious that I
suspected the thing was asplant [ got
out and dug with my penhnife into
the refillcl holes 1n the road but
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there were no mines We found that
the mincs ware 1l on the shouldors
of thc 10d The Gamans hd -
pected us to come batung ilong sce
the refilled holcs, swarve off to the
shouldars, wnd blow up 1T 11dwocd
the ncws bacl, loft the Tranchmen
thae to warn those conmng up to
stich to the woed; md Jopt ¢ ung

“Abhout four o clock 1 mctoreycle
tore down the 1owd tow ud us md
thuew sl mto v+ ditch about fo
yuds w1 told Mathrs to aep
the Jarny fromeshppin 1 bhoelnse on
n o owe pisad Ow 5y booanad ind
woe st of the Caomm ud his
campment {lv over 1t

A\ motoravdde v uilly hos some

tlnne bchimd ot md we Tept «n
the alat ~oon we svy v nile
mn o dtarcha hov ca o 5065
Ul murdacos sty ban pnlled

onto thc 1wl Thacwaoal o npply .

md o mumuon voncddes 1T ospraad
my phitoon of tils wross the ficld
n cchiclon o on wed we opar od
fte U ooo v nds shooting, [yt and
¢ 1cfully W couldn t aflord to m sy,
so we didn € nnss

“Wo ot 1ot of pronars tha
W roundad *hem up moa fidd nd
I thought 1 d gt mvsedl 1 souvenn
whieh T hid idlwans wwutdd —n
I uger pr tol Ow colondl cune 10 11-
wmg up  VWhy the hedl ue you sittme
hao? he Touted Its ban quite 1
battle haco® T aoxplwned “and we ve
cot il these pnisonars wd don t know
what to do with thum’ 1he hell
with the prsoners, he said “You
1cep going!

‘Du  cwc on Then there was a
sitn on the rond Clatean Lhuny, 17,
Rilometres “We re winnming the wholc
damned war,” I said ovar the radio

June

‘Keep on morng” yelled the Colonel
“ A half nule outsicde the city was
colimmn of Gan m supply truchs -
umnumton, clothme, food It wo<
aght o clock then, and deep twa
Lolit YWe ¢ e up shootwg ind the
¢ cxmans jumped out of thar yvohace
nd 1m civing Aam rad o 1y <l
o1 hcdd then huds up to us implor
wcly Wo bineddad on past the aide o
inc colnum runung ovear whitcva
ws thae dabns o meu, and shioot
m  nound to the i
Ahewd was v brud ¢ ovar what
thon ht w1 thc Munc bt there
wWas no tnue o Jook at v nap A
70 mm matml gun wos shootiag
down the 10l it us hom 1 corna
of e T ¢ We wrem a1 alley
the ¢ awd the hel wace qomg hul
md forth Ide bowln = balls  bat
Math « <ot the cun belore 1t Lot us
We cot o s that bud ¢ and on to
noth tamn Ih dqe when 120 mn
¢ imoro,cncd uponuws thao s
ool thet was Iile v Tk i i
haeut nlasputof fhae that tool
my  vehishies oft Yhe sndl had
KAnocked the chiver s paascope ofl aud
he hidyviadd nd we hurz ou taic
buded by onc 1wk Whan tl cdrinva
Carcont Brodic Butler, got he nin
g out of s he d he pulled the
wnolc st ht down, put a ncw plastic
head on 1ty bad «d onto the bridec
and ot us gomng 1 nun— 2l thys
vay (almly id (hacntly vhale tre
shadls ware whippmya uourd us like
sp uks off 2 grindstonc
‘ Itnally we cunc to 1 ag bride ¢
There was an amimumto truck ot
it and we started 1t buinming ard
edecd past it On the otha side I
shiftcd the tanks nound t+ command
the roads lcading to the Prdge and
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t1n back to find the Colondl KReep
e’ b velled “And <t thhitdimn
truck oft thare before she burns
hole through the buidege 1 held niny
arm n front of my fw¢ ind nninaedd
to throw a cible over the tiuck s
bumjer 1nd onc of ou tinks towed
it off the bridec

Now we ware ovar the Mune at
list But we ware cut ofl in the town
the rest of thit mecht We had rnshed
pst vwhole chol¢ of Carman tr 1fh,
ind the rest of the cornmnd b hind
us couldn’t gct through it All we Ind
in the town was 1 battalin of tinks,
t compiny of wnfintrv  ind  the
hcadquarters The Gamans started
pounding us with artillary, ind the
French resistince poople and local
ecndaimes led infantry squads to the
butldings where the Gamans were
hudig The town was 1 madhouse 1l
meht wath guns scrc iming (very-
where and bie shells wh unmme down
But by cight in the morning the rest
of thc outfit had punched throush
and we took off for Rhonms

lhe wir svent tocther crazy

after that Fvay diy wis Iike the
haviide fiom Provins to Chatc
Lhiairy, with retic wing Cermins
blundcring mnto us and advy wndang
Germans and cut off Cermans and
wandame Gormans and Cestwro
giys and SS fellows 1n bl wiek uniforins
criving cars, truchs horses ind on
motorcycles and breseles We poked
the chaos up and made 1t burn

‘At To1t Bumont nc 1y Rhams,
the Cermans 1in a facto y maiking
anpline puts kept on working until
our infantry w ilhked 1n on than

¢ In one tpwn, Jerty nflemuen pot-
ted at us{fom the hous T told
gunncr DY *d Mclarland to work

}
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over the sccond siory windows and
the 1cols with his machine cun whi'e
Mike O C 1 a0 povnded the ground
flo ns with om 75 Suddenly there
was 2 tanfic aaplosion 2 fow fuct in
tront of us md smohc and flame
vomuicd over us A Nzt was 1Holhimg
tellcr nunes at us from uound te
corncr of 1 bmlding We got hum ju t
bcfore the sccond mine went otk
ahc wd of us

“We ot out of th it nizhtmarce of 1
town wmd mto mn applc vrchaed anl
wated for comebody to catch up
with us Then I ho ud the Colondd
15l e what rond we had taken

“ Youll sce some ¢ rman tiucks
burnming [ told him “You go str uc ht
pwt thcm aind 2 motorcvele burning
ind ter that 1 armorcd e burn
ing ind you ll sce an pple orchard
We e i the orchad

“ Talc ofl, hc sud W ll follow

you | told my plitoon [cts go
bovs They want us to win the war
tonght

W waont throurh the Arxonne it
yy mles m howr W canae () vplic
called N1 oovidle Suddcauly o tink
hitedup T1ltasif] hid been tahen
by the scrnft of the neck and shak n
so hud that ury legs nculy broke off
at the hip Butlr sud he couldn t
bick up, we were stu k- Then some
88 s cnt loose 1t ns from somewheie
close by Westuted hritting bk but
our tncdness and that fust w lop had
donc some thing to our shooting —
we couldn t diive one home

‘I kept lookme 2t the muzzl
flishes One shedl hit ot neht sice
and anothcr went through the twh
and throuch a gunncr and the I wder
and blew up m the turrect 1he nest
thinz I hncw I wasin the nuddle of
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the road I diagged mysclf to a ditch

I could sce big flames coming out of
our tuiret A man wis lving beside
the tank ‘Lieutenant! he kept call-
ing  Licutennt?

“I 1an over to him It was Mike
O Cassio 1 told him to roll over on
his stom 1ch and put his hands a1ound
my neck The Gamans wae still
trymg to kill us, but we werc low
down to the 107d and not very good
targets 1 ctawled on my hands and
knces to the ditch, Mike holding onto
my necch, 1nd to 2 hut 50 y uds any
The other tanks waie nearby, waiting
for our pricsts to come up with therr
105 how1tzcrs w hich could shoot over
the curve and drop down on the 88 s

“When the daze wore off I found
there was nothing wrong with me
exuept that my ankle was clupped
and I was flecched all over with bats
of fragment I went to sleep under 2
tank and the ncit morning we fought
mto Vadun and se1zed the bridacs
thcre IThen we wuted for supplics to
citch up with us

“No mttcr how fast we had come
on our wild nide, or how far, every
mornmmng the {umhar five gallon cans
of rasolince and new ammunition and
rations had been waiting for us How
those fcllows 1n the rear managed to
move thur dumps forwaid so fast,
and fight the stufl up to us throu h
the Germans that we It behind
everywhere, wis a mystay to me
But finally thae came a point when
they couldn t do 1t any morc We
were Just too far ahead lor our
outfit that pomt w s 1cached just
outside Vadun

“ In the 1 ve days 1¢st there we all
got brtand-ncw 76 mm tanks, a shave
and ficsh mcat to eat lhen we

headed for Metz, going fast until we
got to St Privat The Geimans had
built up a strong new line there, but
we didn t know 1t We went breezing
11ght 1nto 1t 1n the manner to which
we had become accustomed The
Jernies Ict us have 1t with ever thing
in the book There was so much noist
that I didn’t hear the shells falling,
I just he ard tank commanders holler

g I looked around and there were
some fcllows ciawhng toward me
from Serceant Wickhams tank T
yulled, ‘Find cover,” and put my
head over the turrct to see if I ~ould
spot the guns 1n the woods That was
my st act as a platoon leader of
Company A

“I ncver felt anvithing when that
shddl Int our tuniet and broke my
ncck There was no noise or flash or
fca1 or burn I had my hcad out look
ing at the woods, 1nd suddcnly I was
lying on the bottom of the turrct
looking up I couldn t move my arms
or legs ‘Licutenant Hook 1s dcad, I
heard the man 1n the turrct say over
the rodio I made a desperate cffort
and nudeed him He looked down
startled 1 forced my cyes ojien, made
a fin1l desperate effort and winked at
him Then I passed out ”” *

The wild hayiide was over Hook
had riddecn 1t out for 37 days, a hifc
time as far as points go It was two
months before the Thiud Arny pro-
g1cssed beyond St Prvat, but this
sp1ng 1t went on another such ride —
across Germany

* Lt ook was hospitalize 1 1n Englanc
and later sent to the United Statcs wath hus
neck 1in 1 cast He has bcen told by Army
mcdical authonties that he will be dis
chaied fiom the hospital fully recovercd

grobably in early summe1 Iie 1opes to get
ack 1nto combat — 1n a tau



