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SUMMIT OF THE SIEGFRIED

(An account of the capture of Hill 649
Infantry Division on 3 March 1945.
indicate source shown by name at end

as the Siegfried Line, reached one af%

The Siegfried Line from its wid
v'l_-j;--.-,_

split intc two chains south of O
northward for 40 miles to AACHEN as a

Just north of ORIIONT on the eastern branc

Hill 649 was the cowmand terrain feamu k’% :

advance of the 87th Infantry Division.  This
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elopes, was considered impregrable by its de‘fend&;*gf_
11411 540 was important not only boceuse it wae
pitous, and well fortified. Its position in ﬁf@
was strategic as well as tactical. On the _
YLL (11495) ran the main route from COLOGLE
Gerran defensive positions in the 8O
friel Line. Till 646 helped guerd this
mhe fall of this important kill pr
tr~ entire Siegfried Line fortifica .
region of Western Gerfnny. Tactice

mountain oui in nature and supplies

and one ?r-_l'f mile route. Forses &w
were rented from the Germanveiwil
fightin- to take the hill. {1) 0 LU

This part of Germeny had not m

In December 1944, before the German cot

peint farther south than ORUONT. The
049 had withretood attack and had cont.

fentry Division on 3 Mareh 1945, (a4)

( Although thie report is in detail for the pe
it also touches on o longer period. This is ﬂ

cause the netion prior to the actual 'ta.k’i'r;g B’fﬁh&
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a longer pericd in the History of the £27th ;nfantry n:ﬂ.

The generzl situation on the Third U. 8. Army mﬁ
to this action at Hill 649 was either defensive or 810
VIII U. S. Corps (of which the 87th Infantry Mﬂ
had carried on some flanking offensives withdtli ¢
Diision while the 4th and 87th Infantry Dhipim

northern portion of the Ceorps zones
been expected. (7)

TERRA TN 2 .
The terrain involved in this ﬁv
rezion of Yestern Germany. It lies g
thirteen minutes mast Ionpitude and fift
utes Iorth Iatitude. Here in the m
tainous with elev: tion averaging above 513
(eprroximtely two thousand feet). The #
is as muer ags sixty degrees which malkes it
hicles and extremely difficult for men and
Two geographiecal locations captured by

Division are of importance from a terrain &
ete.)
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(1) The town of ORMONT lies in a valley with a mi .
floor elevation of five hundred =nd thirty 31.:':: mctm. :
surrcunding hills, sixty to one hundred meterg above i
downward to the Taubkyll River which runs north th
town. The hills with the steepest slopes are to
the town. These are covered with heavy fis |

tends almost to the eige of the town.

as the west ORMONT and eanst ORMONT rﬂaﬂsu :
to the eust and those that cover the hi
south of town, there is very little
side hills neer the town. A fex heﬁ :
&re scattered «long the edge of the -
hug the town, The hedres = e not ia. .
guarded by pillboxes gnd dragon's tan

befq re th

e town is rezched. (45)

e

The hil] slope is= steepest ta 'bhé

resches up; ‘roximetely fortyfive degrees. :
the =outy it is g nore moderate

(2)
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lated and stood out prominently «bove the deep g-u-,m,_l
far below. Six four nine's steepest side was to the
the terrain could be called precipitous, dropying “1
eixty degrees from the platean level. Hill SI’Q
"Gold 3" or " Goldbrick Hillw) had ite shar:pm

surmmit on the gouth gide. The longest drw
side where there wis a long steep slope tﬁ :
below. To the northeast and east the kiﬂ

into a forest valley and tributary st-:g'm_"\

wooded area on its southeast. Thliﬁ
plateau, its either side dropped awa
from the edge of the woods to the s
was the Line of Departure for the :
549 the first 200 yurds of plat&&um
then bezan and increased towerds the
The last two hundred yards became stee
where 2 shelf of ground ha,d to be mounted -,
the surmit. (46) s
In addition to ORMONT ama Hily 54@; he
terrain fedtures whioh %ill be referred to
are the three hills over which the men and
moved befors HIIY 548 eonud be attackeds 1

"B end MO o irvies bt reort. The:
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through which it was found impossible to move tanks amd

ffort to do so had tied up the aperati
ses the road junction by W
to position to law

troyers . fter €l

period of time. Alsc there

which armor was quic’ ¥ly moved in

on Eill 549. (48)
These ¥ey points and thelr respective map
£ollows: (See sketch, page 7)
mill 649 (Gold B Hill)
ORMONT (L10893)
West ORIONT Roead
zZast ORV '(JI‘T Ros;.d
#ill A (10790 ki
Fill B Ste:i.n B Hill (1:&3%
mill ¢ (rmipp Eill) (L0992
The Draw (Dreies Draw). {
The Road Junction (I.lm
The three hills, "A", "B®, ngW
vily wooded in fact that tanks found
level areas neer the top without beco
zrowth of trees. In addition to the veg
ground was so wet and muddy, that in glggﬁ "
bog appearances (27, 42) _
The unit corranders who took part in
accord that this was the roughest terrain
encountered. At TILILET where the enemy res
mere determined, terrain had not been mﬂy
in the BIPEL. The 346th Infantry Legiment t
"tight" =2nd referred to the well Al

areas which were 50 well employed in advantag
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"The woods are as bad as anything we heve ver run i
were extremely thick and were heavily mined and B
Colonel Sugg of the 345th Infantry 3-egimenﬁ i
density of the woods tnd steepness of the terr

11fficulty but the ground became suceeﬁﬂm

he was able to leep us almost constantl_;:.

Viewed from an zirylane, the S enn
a much flatter appearance. Pointe ¢

tre;'ne wher observed from the ground

servations stoog out: The reyrs used 4

extremely accurate for showing wooded :

fense areag of Pillboxeg were not so ac

which were covered with deeciduoug trees an

easily uecessible to tanks when seeu from iha

from the ground, Pillboxes do not lend

eervation, Inly pillboxefacas and engineer

were eapily viewead, on the
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rications, especi:
the region. There were meny hasty fortifications, e m‘i
in 16 e - -

he The cz
t renches, which showed most clearly from the air. ik
I'B = =0
bly steep. While wat
3 : ni "C" was noticea
between IIills "B" a ‘
bodies could be seen, and

\
wse not noticeable. (45!

5o

held by approximately 4,600 troops.

were low in morale. The number estimatet

o ff
an increase' in the amount which h:d been

uing the attock after the 87th Infantry Division
the Clegfried Line had caused considercble change i
strength and dispositions. The pause from 11 -gg W

Anottrer factor which had ecgused chenge in e

to the Tront of the 87tn Inf ntry Divigion Wi
the DNivision?
(1, s)

vision.

8 southern boundary to ex:ol-u'd-es W)

Theee two towns were taken over by the 4th I
The Sth Teratroop Divieion was therefore no
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service troops t0

onvert -2)e od t
e stter (numbered A. G. 220.01 GNMCA &’ i

n. 5. Army 3

tifi~d nor included in ca.pahilit?t reports of ‘ﬁhﬂm

Several types of units defended the 3iy3fgg§§
cations intthe zone of advance of the B?th,xﬁggggﬁgp
There was an administrative division, the 406th,

P D e

to be in cintrol of parts of the sector. Thi&

have escaped or were killed. Priis&n_'ll
Sattalion clained that they could nof
pillboxes. This was attri‘buteﬁ "E&é
captors with the fact that they b
(5) '

The Fortress Battalion was e

They were adept in handling the ﬁm

of which were of Dani sh manufacture. I. _ I

estimting Purpozegthey were -cons-i&eji%&__

fattalion. (5)

A third tyre was the Volls Grenadiém'

the newly formed infantry units. It wag

ated through angd reinforced the Secuﬁty oy

¥rom these unite came Jatrols which cont im:

line g of the 87th In:t‘a.ntry Division ﬂuﬁw

February Prior to the attacl, (5'}

= 10 =
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There was & continual changing of emall units on thn ﬂ
sion front. The only reason «ttributed to tris change was Q |
rotation poliey which the Germans used to leep their trcaw_'
alert to the expected Allied attack. (5, 21, 35) |

The enemy continually endeavored to determiﬁe=.§='
tionz by semding patrols into the g87th Infantr? Divi
German prisoners constantly spoke of their certu
87th Infantry Division would attack during the d

the initial cracking of the g_egfried Line. Eﬁf”

the 87th Infantry Division had penetrated the

5 Tebruary. Prior to that time the 18th

elements. (5) :
The fourth major enemy unit which

Division in its final drive through the

26th Volks Crenzdier Division.

This Dix

(the 77th and 78th) had been moved to the fror
fantry Divieion.(5)

In the two day period between the-attagk-éﬁé
the Gerrane reinforced their front by a,pgrmi’m s

troops. Many of these reinforcements came

time. Recapitulation of these units and the:n

follows: (5)

=11 =



26 to 28 ; 28

UNIT ' FEBL \
I&8th VG Division 1 i .

26th VG Division 750
1075th Security Bn lggg 900
th VG Division e
2o 4150 mt )

The location of enemy units on 26 February when

junped off w=s from north to south as follows. m’

stretched along the entire fromt. On the north
Regiment at TALLSAIAG (I0795), the 352nd Regime
center at ORIVONT and the 689th Regiment near
was on the south. Trke 18th Volks Crenadie I
elements in bunkers near the center of t}
26th Volks Grenadier Division had moved
south, one to REUTH (1L1189) and one't ‘
curity Battalion with eleménts of ﬁﬁ ;
taired pillboxes from LOSEEIM (LO395)

The ap.roximte time of the movement.
*"‘110??3- on the initial (5 February)

frler Line by the 87th Infantry Divi aiﬁﬁ; W

egdier Division rade itz first aprecrance.

came evident thrat this unit was relieving tha" :
“dier Division and that the relief was well
soners were taken on <3 Fevruary. But on 24
Volks Crenadier Divigion wasg again identified 1

Again on the 25th and 26th of February pris
« 3% & 4

- 13 =



n 27 Tebruary the 24¢th Volks Grenadier and elements of
Volls Grenadier Divisions both arpeared. The 246&h V@;ﬁﬁ
adier Division was last identified on 28 Februarj’iﬁgﬂ@
to the XII U- 5. Corps front. (5)

The various attacks on the Siegfried Line by °
trv Division 4id achieve tactical surprise. (1, 5g.
C. T. Buchholg, comanding officer, 10?5th_ﬁgn
said, "Tactical surprise was achieved on 5 Pe
Americans are prone not t¢ follow up att&éﬁéyﬁ

The attack of 26 February achiavaétl”?
the Germans had been expecting the Divisi
time. A prisoner gaid, "We watched the
mored Division) on your left flank and
that direction.* (21) _

“cldiers of the 18th Volks Grenadier
still digrins foxholes by the first attacki
7th Infintry Division. When Gapt Buchholz w
ealid thaet he thought tht the ISEnd.Infantgm*ﬁaég

The lieutenant who was captured with him séid'ﬁ>,§”

that the 82nd Airborne Diviegion was to their fz@&k% g

Yth

er than the units listed cbove,
gEerves

a7}

capabele of reinforcing the 87th Infantry

front. Jne evidence of thie was the decr&mai&g

soners captured during the three day action.

expect the numbher of orisoners to incre:se as aﬂn

Progreses Thege sample Tigures

T e = LY



in tve mction of Mill 649 show the opposite £o be "'.f

EBZ%Eﬂ%EiEEQEE§E¢t. Ll
346th Infaentry  _  347th I: y

1 izreh 125
2 Yarch &5 |
3 Yarch 63

During this same period the'si_‘.:‘)‘bh._
captured 707 prisoners (compared wi
battle casualties) ;

Turing the time of this att ok tha-s§;

mines, mortars, and artillery fire. The

sidered capatable of lzunching determine

Prior to the attack, the;ﬁ?ﬁﬁ“-
regiments possessed most of the éﬁaﬁﬁﬁ n
There hud been two weels of intenﬁiveiﬁJ:r
ation of intellige

tir’;e .

nce etudies ang units 1}

.epimental Intelligence ang Régmnﬁg

the Divigion -ecomaigsance Troop had made

to the enemy lines. (5)

The enemy had been observed preparinﬂ' :

prineipelly around the rillbvoxes. This i‘a

1ief that the boxes

—l.‘-
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Sored A. G. 220.01 oNMCA, - 3) covered the

ezimenta 1 inform.ticn shout t e enemy coug ared !
‘n.

with thet of Division. The reciment s, throush their w

jssance hed determined reTinement of enemy boundary
345th Infantry Regiment

and strencth of certain units.

1075tk Security Bat +51lion wes ¥nown tO defend |

srom (057927) to (080918). The location ﬁf

fense e=st and west from ORMOHT Were deter

ond the desth of the pillbox area Was J:
—

The work of the Intelligence and Rﬁﬁﬂ :

4 LT

vplemented by combat or "Tiger" pa

2 in defenses and individual autamf‘.-_,_ _,ﬂ

loented. The S-2's of the regxmenﬁﬁ

5

units znd came to know the perscnali‘kimﬁ 3
¥

comznders facing them. Information was g
who hed worked as engineers of the Siegfried !
captured showing the exact location of pi!

¢ of fire, crew strencth and supply pointse«

(g

intercepted to grin additional informations
pentrated to ALIMUTHEN (1L0494) was capturaﬁu
B who led this patrol asked if im; could be :
Fe of the 87th Infuntry Divigion's mein line n’i’
bu unit had been condueting extensive patrﬁliiﬁ .\
been unable to doecate it. (21, 35) |

The enemy information was secured progrese



M. . ATy leitter (numbered A. G. 22001 GNMCA = l‘,}..‘

units. During the first part of tle waiting befﬁl“ﬂ

on 26 Februsry, putrel work was primarily of a ¢

nature. Eneny defenses were located, ‘l:ghei-.rl

post line. Tor examyle, east of XKERR(LO:
on an outpost almost nightly, (21) Tlhis
terrein and after each raid the enemy v

Some of the strong yoints where organ:

risled um prisoners and from thm_

ortar and artillery locatlena_._;.. '

VEATHER:

Weather affects the Planning of mili

tPeed with whieh "'liB"lD’ns can be accamnli-

einlly true ¢ during the teking of milal 649. W

op ﬂrLtJ.On in a number of ways. (46)

Of first im; ortance was itg ef‘fee‘t on ﬁ

e
action which precipitated the capture of Hill 6

February in a heavy fog. The attack hag bam

but the hour wag changed from 2200 to 1500. (&l

o 38 =



thought to have had more success than the planned

Gach morning durine the action, moisture and
prevented the best use of tanks until abmrh
difficulty of using the prism sights for ac
weather conditions which produced :[mmfﬁ.
visibility. (24, 40)

At the time the action tcook place
snow on the ground. This snow was ﬂ!ﬁ

tion had to be telien when soldi ers

Regiments. The 345th Infantry legiment

of the thow which began just prior teo thein?:

iegfried Line because of the many riverlet es

by the melting enaw, The noize from theaw

patrole to conceal the noise of their mo

Cloudy weather zlso cided the enemy. &E
vas clesr enough for Allied planes to s‘t:a.y- @ig
In his fortified positions ang fouzht, but when el

weather prevented defbetion of movement, the enemy



TIE DIVISION WHICH MADE THE ATIACES

The 87th Infantry Division had been in the Eur :
Io‘f‘ dperations campaign less than two months when {;
the Ciegfried Line at ORMONT. It was Tirst cﬂmi
Third U- 8. Army front in t‘.ﬁe I0RRAINE area erfl'
cember 1944. After ten days of action the l;iiﬁ
assembly ares necr RERBIME, France. From thm
COURTs Belgium where the 345th In‘:f‘an‘ér-y‘* R
with the enemy at MOIRCY on 1 January 1945
ments (346th and 347th) went into the
BASTOGNE sector to stop the éeeg&#t
counterattaek. During the first p

took: BT. HUBERT, 10IRCY, BOMUE’, 3.

January the Division was shifted frﬁﬁe
U. ©. Corps and moved to ECTIRTACH (g
mission =long the Our River. On 26 J:
returned to VIII U. S. Corps and at’a'.ﬁ-'eﬂﬁ
finally arriving at GRUFIANGW, seven miles ¢
VITH on the 27th &f January. Contact was
enemy az the Division helped straighten the
north and south from 8F. VITH. ANDLER and
after a twenty-five mile advance ’bs'f‘ the Di

On 5 February, just prior to the penet: i
fried Line in the SCHNEE EIFEL, the division wes

- 18 -



Division Beadguarters and Healquarters Comyany
345th Infantry hwr*iNﬂnt
2456th Infantry “eziment
347th Infantry “egiment
87th Division Axtillery
374th Field Artillery Bn (105mm Howitzer, truck
235th Field Artillery 3n (105mm lowitzer, t
335th Tield Artillery Bn (105mm H witzer, %
912th Tield Artillery Bn (105mm Howitzer,
312th Tngineer Comb:t Bn
312th Yedieal Rattalion
87th E-ig;nﬂl Company

87th Reconnaisgance Troop
8%7th guartnrraater Company

The pheses of the action which followed

periods of inactivity and intensive action.
5=11 Feb - Initial penetration 9!‘;
11-26 Feb -~ VIII U. &. Corps ordere
defense ,
26=22 Feb - Renewal of attack
1-3 Yar - Capture of ORMONT .
3-8 lar - Rapid movement to
" River againgt

The 27th Infantry Division st
it hit the Siegfried Line of 5 Februaz .
LIUAINE CALFAIGH had been made up by r
reinforcements had received orlmtaﬁW”_

rogram. The reinforcement broblem .d'_.'-'ﬁi'__.'-'

the Division unti] about the first of ‘bhé
Divieion had not received an ap.reciable mw-

wente until 1t reached LIBHAMONT in the ARD
wWere handled in amell grouns by a sergea.nt ilﬂ?“

mester Company who not only ch ecked then to i" _
ihe necessary clot ing and suprlies but ctmtaa% Mt

- 19 =



the reinforcements at the 79th Replacement htt&ll-ﬂ_' .

The first large grou;s of reinforcements hm
by 1 Januery. By this date the Division had receiv
c.hrs and 640 enlisted meny since first being cer
Buropean Theater of Operations. The Diripl-@.f
to orient these new reinforcermente: “-%M#
=1lotments and other personal affairs; (ﬂ,} !
(3) checked reinforcements' treining -agié,f ’
plied necessary eguipment. (4)

This program was continued until ¢
U. 5. Corps and went to XII Uil

time the Division wes 2600 under st

Processed the reinfﬂrce-m*i-_
to use trhe Antitank Company as a

rany. (4) (See note B)

Battle casualties began to have a. )
the Division during Tebruary. These weru
ments which t.d to be oriented and tmineﬂ.
and 1174 enlisted men (2 total of 1326 rei.
tion to 677 wreturn teo duty" men tad to be absc
This figure of nearly two thousand reinfi

raralleled the casaulty figure for the same ;

Februayry until g March there were 73 Q‘ffibeéé

r'en cesmlties. The D¥icsion reaghed its peak ¢

250 on 27 e‘:rua,ry. .From

then on there was almost :ﬂ

- B0 -



drop to 3 lMarch when there was a clight increase 1m oy
until 5 ¥arch and then & drop to the 7th with final

recoréed for the action on the 8th of March. (4) N
StudFing the regimental figures for later €O

tactical action, the 346th Infant y Regiment
overall casualties'dwring the giegfried Liﬁgll
included the action of taking Hill 649A.l§ﬁﬁ&m
ment had the highest regimental peak om fli.l
347th Infantry Regiment was consistent

puring the imnediste % ims AU

549, the Division and regimental c

DATE DIV¥* z45
26 Feb dE R
27 Peb 256 P i
28 Teb 195 - 8z
1 ¥ar 143 58
2 lar 125 30
3 ¥ar 99 z

829 344
* Includes attached troops. (4; 273"

The taking of ORM NT and Hill

been rede between 5-11 February. The act!

uing the att.ck through the Siegfried
* strenuous resistance which had dﬂvﬁlﬁffﬁ
Army's left flank. (45) e

- 21 =



from LS"RIN (103296) to the north of Nf‘tmmmm {
southern bhoundary of the Division kad been shiﬁ-gﬁ._
permit the concemtration of thg greater foree of
on & narrower front. (7)

The plan was one of penetration and piv
order, dated 241200, called for the 345th Iﬁ |
exploit its initial penetration of the Sies
SCIFEIFEL by leading the attacl: on the _s_{
eicn and tzking the high ground west aﬁ;@
(£1189). This was to enable the Divi =
iefenses of the Siezfried Line. (1} _ I,

""1-.'5

347th InfantTy Regiment was

JLMONT

JiT and, in the first plan and «

Y T Ty
- Yt

@nd 11111 549. This lafter mis

too much of an assignment for the one :

ceiween the 247th and 346th Infantry Re
'09%. Tris

changed the miszions of the tag

on the left, the 346th on the right drove B

taneocusly tal ing ORMONT and Hill 549 res ect

continued itg dArive eastward and northeas

Initiall, the altuchuents and sup_orting

Heciments weres (8)
G 345th 346th
€07th TD Bn Co & Co B
735th TY Bn Co B Co A
312th Wed Bn Co A Co B
312th Engr Pn Co A Co B

- 08 o
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orting weapons. (22) This applied espeoisllj'@ﬂf
i A daps ¥ P ) -

on Till 649 to be the most perfectly executed of

(23, 27, 42) It also delayed the attack 24 %
ceused no end of misunderst.ndint on The USENE
destroyers as supporting weapons i

veazled econsiderable veriation in

THE JORTH FIAFK AND THE 11TH ARMORES

the exposed ccndition of the north flank of :
mission of the lltH.Afmcred Division. (l}
As the attack had progressed between B"f;.
nerth flank of the 87th Infantry Division h@”T
*posed. It s already been noted under am
re,ort on the "ENENY" that the elements of the
adier Divieion were shifted from the front of the

Division to reinforce the eneny's positions to thg

871th Infantry Division.

General Culin felt that m'

action on the part of this adjacent unit on hi:'lﬁ!%'

- 23 =
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y. ©. Ary letter (numbered A. G. 220.01 GNMCA - 2)

~

af ected hic operation. If ¥V U. C. Corps with ﬂ“

t+y Division on its zight flank had attaclked Bim

LU

i1 the 87th Infantry Division on 26 February, GhHeRe

of the 97th Infantry Division probably would not

sion throughout this action was purely a
During the night of 25-26 February it rel
try Regiment. The 87th Infentry Division

ok T 1.?
the:services of Corbat Comuand A for an ¢

for the armor to rush ome of the Di
tical time in the attack but no a

VIII U. S. Corps for such an off

negiment learned th.t it was being

sion elsewhere. (3, 6, 7)

during the Division attack was that its
enemy. Prisoners stated thet they had e
divizion to attack,and the feint made by
the 11th Armored Division on 23 February
Infaentry Divieion's sttack further react

emy on the 87th Infantry Divicion's int

-24_
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Tun 345TE LEADS OFFS

Alios ]
althoursh the taking of ORMONT (by the 347th Inf:

) and Fill 649 (by the 346th Infantry Regiment) we
2Tl el 2 - w J :

- "
ins pointe in the Division action after which the

crumbled, the penetration of the Siegfried Line |

Februaery in zn sttuel of 11,000 yards wh

5000 yards through the Siegfried Lines

tud attacked southesst between uﬁﬁﬂ&g@y
pi11bcx and bunier had been attacked |
(L0987) und FEUENDORF (MEMEE) were talken
Ird Battzlion under the cormand of 1f Cob

—y

he 345th Infantry Regiment went in‘baﬁi ik

~

+ % 2

the gecond Siegfried Line push started. On 325

legiment atiacked to take the hich ground nortl

(L1187) &nd SCHONFEID (L1390) but ran into cons
tion. '-_'Cvinpj north’ T'EUE:HSTT‘_IEI (Losgg) wae

The regimental attac?

then turned ea.a.i'._, with T&ﬂ‘

being rede until 1 Maryeh becausze of enemy counter

try Regiment h d eut the road leading north ggm

- 25 -
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to convert S6ETIT 6. 220.01 GNMCA - 2) g o
| y letter (numbered A. (rn snwiiey « sl
AT | casiing
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The initial atteck on ORMONT (L0OS93) was -dh
Infantry R_ '-1*'-:"1?, which started out at 261500 r |
both ORLONT and Hill 649. The job became ir |
tance wae determined, and the mission of taking &
to Col Sevier T. Tupper's 347th Infantry Refl
of February. (7)

The 347th Infantry Regiment lmd been &}
relieved in the JAYDEFHELD (L0098) sect'a_'
ZOBSCHEID (I0289) from where it was to ;1 :
try Reziment clezning ur pillboxss L "
fiegiment got bogged down by (1) ﬂr_g
west side of Hill "B* and (2) 1rabid
south of OREONT on the west ORMONE re¢

caused the Division Cormander to nove
the 346t1h &

‘:” nd 347th Infantry Regiments
ey

iretely gridline "09" ang include 0mONT

lboxes as fur north as HALLSCHIAG (
the 347th Inf= ntry Regiment, (34)

of pil

M.

The regimental Plen was to pl&.ea an z

get on omrMoNT =nd then attack with the Srd

right, flanking ORMONT from the east ag %h

up along the left line of boxas west of OR

traeke west of FALISCIIAG.

This zone tst:-j
(105959, (34)

- 26 -
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The detailed action of the taking of ORMONT was EIWEH
the 3rd Batt:lion undsr the command of Lt Col ?i&m*_
the mission wes aseigned, the Battalion mUved SENSE .ose
\res in the vicinity of the road junction at (L0689
morning of 28 Tebruary, £he regimkntal commnﬁi
orders thet the Zrd Sattelion WWould relieve el

Infantry I ziment holding positions south af

moved north along the west ORMONT road im OF

hile C-cmpa-.n_v - was effecting the setual re

forward positions, Companies I &nd L dug

(¥
1

L3

280900 Compzny E had completely rel&

end hed talen over the pillbox commnd
The order for the actual a‘tfsﬁa.ak
the Battalicn Cormmand Pget (LOGBQ—B&,}_
The action of the sucec eédiﬁg ﬁiﬁ
zlan. Compznies I and L, in that ordery
eest of ORIDVT at (L027925). During the

27d 1 Jarch t e etmpanies moved 2s far ag !

"Bv, at (L081918). The mission of these two

JRADNT. The action of these two companies, 5
of the attack on DRMONT, was carried on guite

taking of ORNONT,. (39)



piliboxes — ]

Juiouk"“‘*“
abat(s
assavit
te s
= =
K 347

L R T i R

Tifty yvardsg of

road after

x

the dugouts by ereeping along the aiﬂlﬂ.' -

dark and laying prima cops netting which m.
1o detonate the road min

e mast A =l PYa Asmrcnlasn. [(Aw

The cormander of Company K

¥OFT. It had been reported as 1t
=
fectly placed and defended Iﬂﬂg

The abatis was pla-cé&
road at (L077918). -
Irepared defensive posi
riflemen in the wood |
tillery and mertar fi
four'prepared pos

the road. The dugﬁﬂ‘iﬁ'

The success in wernam
block was attributed in Ia'. !
use of infantry-armor teaus.

Pefore these teams of Cﬁmﬂ?.
wards DUMNT, the a.munitlm I

. This made it possible for |



tc move forward with its tanks ang tank deutrqf'
The s.x tanks and four tan) destroyers st
talion were oplit into two teams of three tanks
destroyers each. Onme team advanced down the rc
leading, supported by two platoons of Co '

attacked simultaneously from esch gide of ¢

“he attack on the road bloek began t

distant down the road at 010535 and the g

by 010805. GZeven Prisoners who had m

machine guns were taken from the two g

came fror one of

“vatis was found to be too
the troorns

- <

8C the engineers were cal,

Was removed by 011245.) (36)

The Comrand er of Company K’mofed hialﬁﬁ +

tan! destvnvers north +h

rough the wee@a.&ﬁd;&ﬁﬁﬁl

the edpe of the woods and roggd south of opy

dest royer Comranders were respongible

mand arg during thig action.) (34)

The attacl on ORI

- 29 -
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011400 (by whistle signal from the comsmndesr of -
By 011420 the Battialion Com;;a.nde_;r reported from his
post thatl he could see troops entering the firs‘t..__'.__'
MUONTs  The town was not fully cleared until that &
the Bat*alion commend post moved into ORMONT .,t

The 2nd of larch was consumed by the r.
the draws and preporing for an anticipated cour

the 3rd of larch, the attzck was continued sim

the 346th Infantry Regiment. During the 2nd of

talion Comminder had been wounded at (LOE
ceived the Silver Star. MNost of the .'ht
cormended for the Zronze Star, and
Silver Stars for this ORMONT action.
[P

HILL 549;

summit and major portion of the hill lay in s-."-'

i

The north-south g
was the apyroximate
tween regimeiﬁl’-i A

347th swung eagt

CGridline ©9- 3
e

"'f_w'-ﬁ‘-.?-r- Y



laborious days of preparation and ﬁhiiﬁ;ffl
(22, 36) ]

Going back to 28 Telru ry we igﬁ#
Z45th Infantrw'ﬂegimentIstruggling_II
and the defensive positions on the
Jne road bloek at (1073914) hmdf
LJOT road, but it had been irpos
into position to launch & coordima
the main abatis. (13, 22) '_

At this point, the miszion m?
had been changed, and the Regimaﬁt_;
ezt to talke their objective, Hill &ﬁ&@” T
ment had to move through thieck, hagffif“
woods, and ucross steep terrain between
crossing of the east ORIINT road Wes med

(LO79912). (22)

At the time t®iec voad wes crossed,
. 8ide of Hill wg»
thes

had numerons preyaméd_éf”

e rositiong the enemy fired almost éﬁhwiﬂ

~ 31 =
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.= laote ae 281500 February tants reported M

ingse. AE

~st in rosgition to Imoeck cut the defensive

not

trhe southwest side of Hill "B, until enginéw#

=nrineers complained that they could not G

roads. :
431 ihe infantry had clsared the enemy Zil
sive positions, =nd the infantry waited £

vinsllym with some blasting by the _
elsments of the 3rd Battalion moved ﬁre;;‘ w
groups under protect ion of fire ‘ff:mm:g' :
were finally gotten into position in
little later Company I was stopped a
and elements of the 2nd Battaliony

the right in the vicinmity of (LO

it}

the 3rd Battalion. (22)
The night of 28 Februsry = 1

th

]

346th Infantry Regiment on Hill “B®LS
on the sotith side of Hill "%, XZlements
were on the southeast and east side of thi;’a
L und ¥ had worked to a position on the 2 -
where they tied in with the right flank of

Throughout the 1st of lareh, the 23- .
on Hill "B" wag extremely slow. The a‘tm
growth of fir trees with only narrow path;s,

heavily mined and booby trapred; these and oth
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. Ln . e aifis ahmrasiats £

e

it imposzible for the R giment to get inte positi

Efforts were mide throughout the day to move th
destroyers from Hill "B" to Hill “CHsscross
Lvery effort failed.

Tersonal reconnaissance was made by

on the 735th Tank Battalion.) He repor

only possible way for tan s to arri?na#;{

w2s bac)k by way of the road junction.
- 14m .

erzble clearing of roadblocks and
General's plan called for the use
and tank destroyers for the infan

w

w 2 begun to make pogsible pass»a.ga

route. This ©«1s0 meant that thefﬁab
for as it was h2ld by the enemy. (1;:'

The 3rd Battalion which had adver
road on Hill “C" was pulled haék to Hi1l »

for the attack which they were to mk@

2nd Battalions moved east and Secured

for the passage of the tanks. The 1lgt |

and the 2nd Battalion held the southesn B

The plan fer the attack at 031559_ﬂ§§L

(This was the same hour that the Si?tth
> to attack north from ORMONT.) The lst Batt



take the high ground to the north of it. The 2!:4 3
+5 drive to the northeast and secure the high .
let Battslicn objective. The 3rd Battalion was te

Orerational instructions #5, issued by %&§
Regiment at ROTH, Germany at 020300 Mﬁr@h_zéiﬁg
Battalion to attack Hill 649 prededed at ﬁﬁ&t
the 3rd platoon of Company A, 735th Tank I

was not rrevailing. (2) (Smoke which _‘
of the objective was believed to be :
white rhosphorous shells.) (27)

The artillery was to fire a twe
gelected taurgets in the vicinity of
ten to H plus ten. The artiligryiuag-'

fire time fire on the tanks on eall s

649 are
27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33)

n the night of 2-2 March, the Bﬁ.‘tiﬁlﬁ h

Ird Battalion 346thn Infuntry Resiment md ta




and had given them their missions: Company ?‘Cnﬂ ‘Eﬂ
the left, =nd Company I on the right. Both GM'
use the edge of the woods as their 1lines of depar
L wag directed to move forward tint night to com
the northern part of Hill "C®. 1at it Clens I
to his comiany commend post in a pilibox at |
ented his men. (This szme pillbox served aa-
mand snd observ: tion post during the next &.
next morning Lt Doman and Capt John A. Swane
bany I, started moving their compzniesg fm
at 030730. Both companies moved FhruEINN
°n Hill “g" where they ran into a small

been made zgsinst Compuny L as they dtf

and tank destroyers were to c one dmm

COnsumed getting ~crogs the draw 'be-'ﬁmf

- &
he’ping Compe A :

the two Company commanders each sent a _p:!.a

the woods to fecure the line of departm

tank? tan: destrOyexf, and snﬁ.:.ll armgs fire.
mnies moved out of the wooqds in skirmigh ii

The inf- ntry bepan assault fi;
enty five yard

8 from the woodg. The five ts

‘Oved out of the wooig as the attaeok

rocd and p



of the infantry to lead the attack. Just as WI‘ \
under way, the lead tank stopped abrﬂ;}tly, m
towards the concealment of the woodg. JM."
follow. The infantry slowed its pace, &s It
Battalicn Commander, jumped on one of m

n b
IY:‘the turret top and ordered it forward.

The infantry an@ tanks moved m!ﬂh‘ .
wes aplroximtely eight hundred yarde 1ig!
deyarture. The men had little knowle
at the summit of the Hill. The a9
be held by the Germans. Tha l.ﬁ
German artillery fire. 3

The fast walk which was usad%i:
advancing infantry emptied magazine a
The route across the narrow plateau .
more exposed as the men neared the last p
top of the hill. At this point the ts -riii-f_
in order to follow the orders of Col Tran
right (ezst) side of Eill 649. The inf:
tance laboriously at a run. ot a siﬂﬁlﬁ:
during the assault. Hill 649 was taken at

At the top of the hill a German ateﬁé5&§r

to the highest pillbox. In his left hand was



V)

right hand wes & little pistol - a gift for .&t w
gestion that he be taken prisoner and not-nuimﬁﬁf;}
The German was told to order the others out
r,t'*..:-’e'n‘c._'-,? two came out and were tulen rrisoner.

ttirned to leauve, the talephone inside the p

box had been captured, he did not answer it.
swering it caused the san_:e results. G“ﬁ%
fall on the men as they beran reorganiz
captured Hill 649.

S to 8 MARCH:

SCHNLIFEL began to crumble. The tur

before with the fall of ORIDNT. From 1

withdrawal all along the VIII U- g, Gmﬁ
The night of 3 Mareh wa.sfpent 13:13*
during the day.

On 4 March, the S346th Infantry ﬁgg

took YERSCHETACIC (L1295) . This town m

by the enemy, but five hours after the infan

- Y-
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the town was filled with high ranking perﬁﬂﬁ&@ﬂ;"
Rezimental Commanding Xfiicer, the Division oui

Y o

Comrmndingz Officer, the Tank Destroyer Conuns

and was Tinally pinched out &as the Mtk 5
IROTHBUAGRRAUTTE and STADTEYLL. Thels
south of the 346th on the Kyll and i

wae on the Division right flank.

AT and Hill 649. Even more

»
13

our Field Artillery Battaliong

three zdditional battalions in genssal
8lst, 687th and 174th. |
In sd?ition to thegse fires, ?;ize':
on the SCHENEID area and partieipateﬁ iﬂ»
get's on Hill -’-'-49, During 3 l&reh, M&#
fired two hundred and ninety rounds.
~ ¥ to day records on artillery f¢
« Time on Target was fired on QRMONT at

locations of these fires were (Lﬁ&"ﬁ'ﬁ‘ﬂf&@ﬁf

o
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thet time seven battelions fired three volleva.
bvAtwenty four :inpointed enemy locations betwean (€

on call. At 1330 five buttelions fired ane woll
pricr to Company K's attack on ORE - ' jj
Pluns were made on 2 Mareh feor premn‘llm

542 as t' e artillery was infirned that thi -"-*-'
Eill would be rade soue time that days
reported, defensive artillery fires ﬂ'lﬁﬁ
‘tolions were divided so that they teek
These groupes reported fire by arens.
and four were in the viecinity of *
64°9. These group areas fad besn s“ 4
requests for artillery fire.
The actual artillery fire on ‘EHQ
The artillery wa- waiting for the W 1

that the infantry could attack. Brla’&i'ﬂ‘-’r

north of ORNONT ans also north of HiI1 649.
The ;

s

28 on 3 Varch with Time on Tiurget from 3:;,-
From 1320 to 1340 tlLere were tventy mi
artillery i‘ire; £ne rouni rer two min&ftu :

talione and one round per minute for lim T

KRD"“E*(‘ thla Yeried a total of nine !
were Tired.

- 30 -
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SUFPORTING FIRES = 735TH TANK BATTALION 6#{9

The use of tanks to su;port infuntey I8 mew

caused ccneiderable controveray durines tiie aeiiﬁ
Comanding Officery 735th Tunk Battalion, Ban pre
& visuzl reconraissance from his camvand post o
the advice of his tink commnders hag luﬂl&,
not be moved from NMill WE" to M1l "GM withowt
& ccnsiderable distince znd going by way of.
Col Boc* had tzlked to Col Renfro, Resim
Infentry Reziment, whose f£irst plan fuz' 1
hzd not eontempleted the use of tanks *Qﬁ- o
L°th colonels believed that the tqrﬁﬁ
ton’s and that the job was capable W
th2 infantry.

Eut General Qulin orderad Col Be ‘-_ _
ctrmaissance of the ground and if at am.
that #enks could be moved onto Mill 549 _
cround which Cenersl Culin desibed the tam :"
rouch the draw to ayorcach Hill 649 fm

Col Bock made recomnzissance of this ground &‘@

with his unit com Tenders. Thege men said it v

Toesible to move th-tanks throush the dense F

the rrecipitons terrain.

The plan submitted by tank commanders ’lﬂ&%

attack by Pire from nositions on the west siﬁ# of



. el SN A AEEEIRTRE S | TREES

- e
@092,924) e
a;proxim tely position (m + Tanks ¢ uld ‘mti_'

to thit position in eufficient time to ensbis the «

649 to get underway on 2 March as had Been piame&c '

sance with two tinks wus made t5 thet positien on

of 2 ¥arche.

o plen met the Generzl's approval axcept
7111 6409 with tenks lecdines the infantry. ‘Fﬁl
an air reconnziscance of the terruin in théi
lieved that the terr=in in thie vieinity ;i'l'
proach if 2 real effort weelmade Tor treir
The problen w- 1’8 thenf one of :l"indfw

to rositionsoff Fi1l 649. 4zt first, eff

the tanks across the draw. When thig

was made to move tanks through a clea, o

this was alsp unsuccessful due to ﬂw

ning through the lo.ufr draw w._s tco hi

0969 :
rede at s but ‘B’tili w

vay the tanks turned,

attempt was

-

warg found to have no bott

vom and the tanks w&r& i
Welgser, tank cormander, l1st I.:lc_

toon Company ﬁ » 8

movement acres: the draw mg"t bee"}.osalble in &

the wet w pather

L

and rad, his tanks "bellieq QW

attempted Croseing.

It wee fin 11y decided tha

1 the rﬁﬁta which
during the lst ang

cnd of lVareh must be used. In E



cime it would take to eclear ebatises and numerous r

route back 1o the road junction would hawe to be used
it wa: necessary to clesur the enemy from the cast
from the riad junetion to Hill &40,

The tanl commander of the 735th Tank Battali

o+
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i
)
=
viegl
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o
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There wae some question as to whether the

-Toyers came down the road first to Hill G408 h

..",.. “+ t};n +

tank destroyers had gotten into pos
tans snd it was believed that the tank
to Hill 649. When everything was ready,

erman (¥-4) tanks moved down the road.

varde. The only rewson he gave for this w
that the ¢

hat “enks were unable to depress their

elevation of the =

rounc. over which they were tr
S0c: also commented on the ccotion of the inf&&t
ander who moved his tanks onto nill sae after

sall the orig

- 42 -
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When questicned cs to when the tanks left ih@
sdmitied they had 1sft soon after it had been taken

1

because they had to resupply. He rointed out tha

alize that tanks cannot resupply py hand cor
vas moved to (L098927) where the tanks were

according to

T M T

156 TIRES - 607TE TANK DESTRC

Col H. 8. Sundt, Comranding Officer,

“ttalion, said the whole trouble invelving

«nd tank destroyers in the attaek of 1-3 Marc

ai,reclation of ter

rain suit.ble for tanks &gi:
Aeeonn.issance was not tade by infantry lﬁ.
routes for tanks and tan) destroyers. The
for the attack on Fi11 549 and ORMONT should M e |
+

the capabilities of armor and nect solely'upéﬁiﬁﬁiv

of the dismount ed soldier.
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The OONT terrain wus 'b@fterla'.:itad to arnor. ‘
and tevrain surrounding Hill 649 "n't even & J‘Q‘

without & winch."
col Sundt snd his tank destroyer commnders

reconncissance of the terrain and advised the 1

ular case in point.

her. criticisme made by Col Bundt of th

infantry corranders was that in many cases
LI

was used to do the job. The reason why gﬂ

end bad made recommaissance and plans
to eritical points where the infantry

action. At ORIUONT the armor was not

cited an example of the 316th Infantry Re

to use tanks south of ORUINT becanse it w I
v : Ty
to et them into positiont On the

- 44 -
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ef7:ct on our own troops as well ag the enemy.

had les- hes

itation about advaneing when thay’
being sup, orted by armor, sand the enemy's
zround foster when they saw tanks apprmgcﬁ¢

Col Sundt said that General Culin was
usingz tanks in the Ormont-1Till 649 action °
success he had had with such infantry a‘htﬁ
tanks. The Col ulso said that he didn't

liring some rarts of that actitn K

The use of tan’ destroyers depended

courage, and luck, and Col Snundt e@gﬁ@l

4 ey erimant
v ITY it iMent

e

for i1ts well »lunned ze

2nd It «eisger, Zrgd rlatoon, (

said that a1l the &rmor, tenke and
&t the regimental comieisd post (pill

night of 2-z

: <7 Zarch. Thig If Rage s .qu

( wkich his destroyers
¢$¢3d

of Departure (———). - reported that

T Position to accomplioh their mi

He Peturned to hiz evmmangd pagtﬁﬁﬁﬂ'

al 021000 tn the forward .
Vieinity (L102923)-
- A

%2 junetion,

troyers noved out

the road,

0n the meve forwe rd tliey ran ﬁ’ﬁ




L‘l‘t' el '!--E_c\'llﬂ wa e bni“""“ TE _QP on ":Of“pxny Ij at & p
VH r'.!.f:'-_ OWr t.'ﬂ rr&d f'..‘."OJ"'l the Li'-"?@ of Dep&rtw#"_

held up by the counter-atiack and by fh&-fﬁfﬁﬂi-

1y, making severzl turns through the deﬂﬁﬁlt

At thi= ;oint the tunk platoon leuder,f1¢.
wves impossible to meve the armor fﬁr&ji
the chenee of "hanging up" one of hiﬁ 
nd moved on ahead, after which the T

The tank destrovars were put int &

side of Hill 649. Two (includine It
ard fired on the lefft side of the ta

iring this

rounds of .50 ecliber stiells were flrad wafﬁ.

of 80rmm, in cluding thirty-nine hi&hexglasiﬁt

ermor pierceing.

e L

EiS: (13)

“ngineers were nsed throush the zetion.
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vaz mnde of them, but they wers used const&ﬁ?ﬁ;l—‘y’:-'
( mission of blowing rillboxes and clearing.mi _

The rozdblock south of ORUONT wae, §§ﬁ
Pirrung, Division Engineer, One ﬂﬁb bi%h§u~?
perfec'ly placed and perfectly delfendsius

ever meen. Thisz roadblock held the Divi
~eriod of time, primzrily because itWp:
ment of armor. The engineers IEGE TS

a-proach the block by sending squads

t*e road. This cord was ignited
mines detonzted, 1t was pn-s-sih-lé;-
twenty-three yurds of the roadbd
t-ctinz fire of the tanks, moved
men rrotecting the roadblock. Wi
en~incers removed the roadbleck,

number of bﬂgv traps cn the ﬁiﬂeﬁﬁi\
and infantry to advance on ORMONT.

In addition to the removal 6? 1';1?'_1:;'& .

tis and mines on the route which was fing

armor in position to attach HMill 849,

- 47 -



FOOTNOTES:
%

(A) "Tiger Patrolgn - In order to savc_fﬁe.

ities of the Intelligence and Rﬁconn&isa&HQSZﬂf

Infantry Regiment used battalion "tiger patrols .
patrols w

re usually composed of one officer a

men. Three of th

e enlisted men were non=es

aithough there was

ne T/0 or-anizetion for ¢

iﬁ.}.‘“-ﬂ-‘-‘e units did little but patrol work and

vhen the going was tough, they were used

Zach battalion was given a paire

woeg in action.

The regimental 3-3 gave
it '

m

mission and it arranged its own

thic mission.

[

Pztrol members carri

determineg b7 the mi saion, =

bazookss were often used. The pg

ette

2 |

at nigh
originally volunteers, but later were

try Reziment hzd dighs

nded their "tiger
cally tre seme work in the Sare manner wffﬁ
The 346th Infant ry Repiment hed great confi ence

Patrolgn per gse,




On 1 Webruary per verbal order of the Commanat
VIII U S- Corps, t'e 87th Infantry Divislon recwg
0ld antitank compeny and platoons to meet th"@‘ﬁ%ﬁ‘;
ing center for new men & :igned to the Diviai?ﬁﬁ .

n about 1 January 1945, a letter was réﬁ§ 
to convert service troops to rifle units. QgsggJ

J. . Army letter (numbered A, G. 220,01 s
subject of transferring men to rifle c@mpaﬁi
letter on t'is same subject had been -rq;e,a,,,ii 3
22 Janwary g ve authority to digsowie %iﬂé

Verbzl authority from Corps had been
the antitenl: compunies into bazooks Te
ity and the letter mentioned_abﬁVQ@..
not dissolved, but was converted iﬂ@%.
unit. ;

The morning report of the compen
sieleton ormonization was continued.

tenant, lst sgt, Mess gat, Supply Sgt, t

four cooks, clerk and two drivers. Thgg#

talion corrunding officers as reinforcenent %:

g

comranders, but battalion commnders were fou
that en extra colonel in %he Division wus g:
Walker R. Gardrick)

The poliey of the Division had always

would be put in the line until he hzd been wi

-~ 49 -
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42 'hours. TUnder the training program of the antite

hie period was extended to 2 week.

number of subjects adapted to orient and i’i‘§ % : '

ex~ctingderands of front line duty. BT n

Azsignment @f refnforcements was made di

tank company =nd from thers they were assigned . *
the basis= of corpiny strength. “ ‘
desponeibility for the ant itank commn
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